[image: ]

[image: ]

Request for Applications (RFA)
Abt Associates Inc.
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Feed the Future Resilience in Northern Ghana Systems Strengthening
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]RFA No: IIAF-RFA-001-2023


Issue Date: 	              May 19, 2023
Due date for submission of questions: 	       May 31, 2023
Pre-application Conference Date:	            June 5, 2023
[bookmark: _Hlk134430918]Closing Date for Receipt of Applications:  	June 20, 2023
Total funding available (all grants): 	GHS 5,534,928 (approximately USD $ 450,000)
Anticipated Number of Grants: 	17

REF: Feed the Future Resilience in Northern Ghana Systems Strengthening 
Prime Contract Number:72064122C00002
Subject: Feed the Future Resilience in Northern Ghana Systems Strengthening Request for Applications (RFA) Number IIAF-RFA-001-2023 
 
Dear Prospective Applicants,

Feed the Future Resilience in Northern Ghana Systems Strengthening is seeking applications from qualified for-profit and not-for-profit (CSOs and Non-Governmental Organizations) to implement grant activities in each of the four Regions of northern Ghana.  Abt Associates, with its Consortium Partners, is implementing Feed the Future Resilience in Northern Ghana Systems Strengthening under USAID Prime Contract # AID-72064122C00002.

The RFA is comprised of the following main sections:

I. FUNDING OPPORTUNITY DESCRIPTION
II. ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
III. APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS
IV. APPLICATION REVIEW INFORMATION
V. AWARD ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION

Successful Applicants will be responsible for ensuring the achievement of the program objectives. Please refer to Section I of this RFA entitled Funding Opportunity Description for a complete statement of goals and expected results.

Subject to availability of funds, Feed the Future Resilience in Northern Ghana Systems Strengthening intends to provide up to GHS 5,534,928 (approximately USD $ 450,000) in total funding for activities to be implemented beginning by or before August 1, 2023 (subject to USAID approval), with award amounts in the range of GHS 245,997 – 430,494 (approximately USD $20,000 to $35,000). The project reserves the right to fund any or none of the applications submitted.

To be eligible for award, Applicants must provide all required information in their application, including the requirements found in any attachments to this RFA. Applications that are submitted late, incomplete, or non-responsive will not be considered. Awards will be made to the responsible applicant(s) whose application(s) best meet the requirements of this RFA and the evaluation criteria contained herein.

[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]Feed the Future Resilience in Northern Ghana Systems Strengthening intends to use a single-stage application process to evaluate and select one or more grantees per district under this RFA. Prospective grantees are asked to submit a full application package following the instructions included in Section III of this RFA, which will be evaluated in accordance with Section IV of this RFA. Applications must be submitted electronically to the Grants Manager at ftfring_grants@abtassoc.com no later than June 20, 2023

[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]Issuing this RFA does not constitute an award commitment on the part of Abt Associates under the Feed the Future Resilience in Northern Ghana Systems Strengthening activity, nor does it commit Abt under Feed the Future Resilience in Northern Ghana Systems Strengthening to pay for any costs incurred in the preparation and submission of an application. Further, Abt under Feed the Future Resilience in Northern Ghana Systems Strengthening reserves the right to reject any or all applications received. Applications are submitted at the risk of the Applicant, and all preparation and submission costs are at the Applicant's own expense.

Sincerely,


Kofi Awity
Chief of Party



Annex:
1. Chart of communities and ZOI Map

Attachments:
A. [bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]Technical Application 
B. Cost Application Template
C. Sample Fixed Amount Award Grants Agreement
D. Applicant Pre-Award Questionnaire: For Pre-Award Responsibility Determination
E. Required Representations and Certifications 
F. Program Monitoring Plan
G. Branding and Making

Please find below attachments
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SECTION I: FUNDING OPPORTUNITY DESCRIPTION     
Program Description 
The Feed the Future Resilience in Northern Ghana Systems Strengthening activity is implemented by Abt Associates in Northern, North East, Upper East and Upper West Regions of Ghana. There are in total 17 Districts in these four Regions, referred to as the USAID Zone of Influence (ZOI), which are among the most vulnerable regions in Ghana, with poor nutrition practices and a high prevalence of malnutrition in women of reproductive age (WRA) and children under five (CU5). Feed the Future Resilience in Northern Ghana Systems Strengthening grant program targets improving the nutritional status and resilience of 85,000 WRA and CU5 over a period of five years. The grant implementation period is expected to be 12 months.
1. Scope
The specific scope of proposed activities under this grant shall include the implementation of innovative activities to improve nutrition, health, and resilience among women of reproductive age and children under 5 years of age through the promotion of breastfeeding, complementary feeding, and dietary diversity. To improve these indicators, it is expected that applicants will suggest methods to increase the uptake of family planning services among communities. Applicants shall propose activities that incorporate collaboration with government decentralized departments such as the Ghana Health Service and the Department of Agriculture, Social Welfare Department in one or more of the districts in the ZOI noted above.

2. Objectives









This RFA seeks applications that propose innovative approaches that will: 
a) [bookmark: _heading=h.tyjcwt][bookmark: _heading=h.hr7a666q5auy]Increase knowledge and practice of improved infant, and young child feeding, including effective breastfeeding and complementary feeding, among mothers of children under 5 years of age.
b) [bookmark: _heading=h.21a3vxx210bx][bookmark: _Hlk133563766]Improve dietary diversity among pregnant and lactating women in order to reduce anemia and improve birth outcomes.
c) [bookmark: _heading=h.3dy6vkm]Improve early childhood development, responsive care, and social protection through innovative strategies.  
d) Promote regular ante-natal care attendance among pregnant women in order to improve birth outcomes and increase awareness of the benefits of skilled delivery.
e) Increase awareness and promote post-natal care attendance within the first 48 hours after delivery among pregnant women for early detection of postpartum complications.
f) [bookmark: _heading=h.t5npm1wtuadr]Improve care-seeking behaviors for newborn and childhood illnesses among women with children under 5 years.
g) Increase voluntary uptake of quality modern contraceptive methods by offering culturally appropriate interventions that: (i) positively influence people's views and opinions towards modern contraception, and (ii) encourage the use of high-quality and effective modern contraceptive methods.


[image: ][image: ]
3. Activity Geographic Location
[bookmark: _heading=h.1t3h5sf]This solicitation targets interventions to be implemented in the Feed the Future Resilience in Northern Ghana Systems Strengthening Zone of Influence (ZOI) (see Annex 1), and only Applicants having track records of operations in any of the four regions will be considered for an award under this RFA.  
The ZOI is divided into four Regions (Northern, North East, Upper East, and Upper West). Each Applicant must clearly identify the Region(s) they are applying for funding to support in the technical application template; if an Applicant wishes to apply for grant funding in more than one Region, they must submit independent cost and technical applications for each. This ensures fair and equitable competition among applicants of similar organizational size and capacity within each region and encourages applicants to address regional and district-specific interventions. It is anticipated that a maximum of seventeen (17) grants will be awarded across all four Regions as shown below, with each District containing 10 communities (to be selected); however, Abt reserves the right to award as many or as few grants as practical to accomplish the intended outcomes of the grant program. To be considered eligible, each Applicant must demonstrate sufficient capacity and technical capability to implement activities in all ten of the selected communities in a District using that model.
List of Districts by Region
	Northern Region
	North East Region
	Upper East Region
	Upper West Region

	1. Yendi
	1. East Mamprusi
	1. Bawku Municipal
	1. Daffiama Bussie Issa

	2. Mion
	2. Mamprugu Moagduri
	2. Bawku West
	2. Nadowli-Kaleo

	3. Karaga
	
	3. Garu
	3. Sissala East

	4. Gushegu
	
	4. Tempane
	4. Sissala West

	5. Nanton
	
	
	5. Wa East

	6. Sagnarigu
	
	
	


	NOTE: Each District will comprise a minimum of ten (10) communities where grant activities must be performed. The final selection of communities will be made by the Activity prior to grant award, in collaboration with USAID, local government entities, and other stakeholders. 

4. Requirements 

Applications must conform to the structure in Attachment B, Technical Application Format, described in more detail in SECTION III of this RFA.

5. Anticipated Outcomes

a. Increased breastfeeding rates, dietary diversity, and meal frequency among children 6 - 23 months.  
b. Reduction in the prevalence of anemia, underweight, and wasting among children under 5 years and women of reproductive age.
c. Improvement in community social protection and responsive care practices of caregivers and early learning for children under 5 years.
d. Increased awareness and uptake of family planning methods
e. Increased ante-natal and post-natal clinic attendance.
f. Increased care-seeking behavior for sick newborns and children under 5 years.

SECTION II: ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
[bookmark: _heading=h.4d34og8]The Feed the Future Resilience in Northern Ghana Systems Strengthening grants program is designed for local Ghanaian non-governmental organizations (NGOs), not-for-profits, and for-profit entities. Feed the Future Resilience in Northern Ghana Systems Strengthening will accept grant applications from both not-for-profit and for-profit organizations. 
In order to be considered eligible for a grant award under this RFA, prospective grantees must:
· Be legally registered as a not-for-profit or for-profit organization in accordance with the laws of the Republic of Ghana (registration documents required).
· Not be part of a government or any government structures.
· Not appear on any list of debarred or suspended entities (as found on www.sam.gov), or on any terrorist watch list or other published list of ineligible recipients. 
· Be operating in at least one of the of the four regions in the USAID Zone of Influence (ZOI) as shown above in the list of districts and in Annex 1 (evidence required).

In addition to the above, Applicants must also:
· Declare that they are not affiliated with any political party nor engaged in any partisan activities.
· Submit a full and complete application, including all mandatory attachments in accordance with the terms and conditions of this RFA, by or before the time and date deadline(s)      stipulated in this RFA.
· Comply with the application format guidelines mandated in the RFA, including submitting a budget within the identified funding limitations of the RFA.
All prospective Grantees under consideration for an award exceeding $25,000 (approximately 268,987 Ghanaian cedis) must have or be able to obtain a Unique Entity Identifier on www.sam.gov.  

SECTION III: APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS
Feed the Future Resilience in Northern Ghana Systems Strengthening will award up to a total of seventeen (17) Fixed Amount Award grants resulting from this RFA to the eligible and responsible Applicants that demonstrate the capability to carry out activities conforming to the project objectives and within the funding and other parameters set by this RFA. A sample grant agreement is included as RFA Attachment C.

This solicitation does not commit The Feed the Future Resilience in Northern Ghana Systems Strengthening to make an award, and the Activity may at its sole discretion (a) accept or reject any or all applications in part or in full without assigning a reason; and (b) waive informalities or irregularities in applications received. 

A. APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS
1. Cover Sheet
  
i. Legal Name of Organization
ii. Mailing Address
iii. Physical Location
iv. Contact Information
v. Organization’s Legal Representative
vi. Tax Identification Number (TIN)
vii. UEI Number (Applicants without UEI # may register using the link www.sam.gov)

2. Instructions for Preparation of the Technical Application
Technical Applications should be submitted in the English language, and attached with the following annexes, using the template included as Attachment A to this RFA.  Applicants are encouraged to read the RFA document in its entirety and ensure that their application addresses all of the items cited in the application instructions and meets the selection criteria.  All applications must be submitted by the deadline established on the cover page of this RFA. Applications received after this due date and time will not be accepted for consideration. 

The Technical Application should detail activities for each Milestone and the expected outcomes and evidence of activities (Deliverable). The Technical application shall describe how the Applicant intends to carry out each milestone as defined in the Milestone template (included in FAA template attachments).

Applicants operating in more than one District in the zone of influence (ZOI) may apply for more than one grant but must submit a separate application in response to this RFA, in order to preserve competitive integrity and enable fair and accurate evaluation of applications received.

a. Cover Letter  
[bookmark: _Hlk134430813]Applicant must include a summary of their application(s) and its total cost, signed by an individual authorized to commit the organization.  The application must be accompanied by an executive summary detailing the key elements of the applicant’s strategy, approach, targets, and expected results for implementation, as well as a cover letter typed on official organizational letterhead and signed by an individual who has signatory authority for the applicant. The Applicant must submit a complete application package on or before the due date and time noted on Page 1 of this RFA.  Applications must be submitted by email with the subject line “RFA No: IIAF-RFA-001-2023”.

The application must be prepared in two separate volumes: 1. Technical Application; and 2. Cost Application, using the templates provided. The technical and cost applications must be kept separate.  Technical applications must not make reference to cost data beyond the total requested in order to evaluate the technical application strictly on the basis of technical merit. 

b. Project Description 
Applicant should describe the proposed program activities and overarching program elements, such as the objective of the grant and the linkage to the project objectives, or how the proposed activities will contribute to these objectives; results and indicators for measuring results, intended beneficiaries, and plans for disseminating activity deliverables. Outline how the proposed elements will support progress toward organizational sustainability.

The Applicant should assume that grant activities will be performed in at least 10 communities per District and should address all elements of that assumption in their technical approach and cost application; however, the actual community selection process will not be finalized until just prior to grant award, as part of the negotiation process. 

c. Program Monitoring Plan 
 Feed the Future Resilience in Northern Ghana Systems Strengthening is committed to using data to better understand and improve how beneficiaries made up of women of reproductive Age (WRA) and children under five years of age (CU5) in various communities will be impacted by the grant activities. As such, the grants program is an integral part of collecting data and understanding the stories behind the data.
Applicants should describe the overall expected outcomes of grant activities related to their targeted beneficiary populations. Grant applications should provide a description of monitoring and data collection systems to be used, including methods and targets.  Applicants should propose indicators unique to their intervention and include target estimates to be reported quarterly over the granting period using the MEL template provided as Attachment F. 
Applicants are expected to propose realistic targets based on the technical area chosen for implementation. However, these will also be negotiated to meet the overall targets assigned to the project.

d. Project Milestone and Deliverables Schedule:  
[bookmark: _heading=h.2s8eyo1]The Technical application shall include the mandatory milestones and deliverables shown below, as well as additional milestones appropriate to the Applicant’s implementation strategy. The application must describe how the applicant intends to carry out each proposed milestone. It should be concise, specific, complete, and demonstrate a clear understanding of the expected work to be undertaken in each proposed Milestone as well as the expected outcomes and evidence of the activities. Applications must demonstrate applicants’ capabilities and understanding of the milestone approach to implementing grant activities targeted at achieving the grant objectives shown in Section I.5 of the RFA (above). Applications should also demonstrate how these activities are linked to the idea of ‘doing things differently’ or innovatively in conducting each step of the proposed Milestones. The table below shows four (4) mandatory milestones and associated deliverables; applicants must use this format and insert their own proposed milestones, deliverables, and timelines as part of their technical application, using the template included in Attachment A.

Table 1: Mandatory Milestones, Deliverables and Timelines

	No.
	Mandatory Milestone
	Deliverable
	Due Date

	1
	Initial workplan
	Comprehensive workplan showing activities, tasks, and associated timelines and personnel assignments. 
	Within two (2) week of grant award

	2.
	Sustainability Plan
	Written plan for sustaining the proposed activities and their associated outcomes over time.
	30 days after grant award.

	3.
	Quarterly Report
	Progress report reflecting achievements to date, constraints experienced, planned activities for each quarter, using template provided.
	Ten (10) days after the end of each 90-day implementation period.

	4.
	Final Report

	Final report summarizing activities completed, documented success stories, and final metrics, using template provided.
	Within (14) days of the end of the Grant Period





e. Experience and Capacity
Applicants should list previous and ongoing experience implementing similar activities, specifically in the target Region(s).  This is a critical factor in assessing the capacity of the grantee to implement the activity.  The applicant also provides contact information of at least three references that can speak to the applicant's performance and capabilities.

f. Organizational Information and Certifications
The applicant shall submit the following annexes to the cost application:
i. Applicant Pre-Award Questionnaire found in Attachment D of this RFA
ii. “Certifications, Assurances, Representations, and Other Statements of the Recipient” found in Attachment E of this RFA.
iii. Copy of the organization's chart and bylaws.
iv. Copy of the organization’s legal registration under the laws of the Republic of Ghana.
v. Copies of the last annual financial report(s) completed by an authorized/certified accountant.  
vi. Copies of CV of key staff and technical leads

3. Instructions for Preparation of the Cost Application
As part of the Cost Application and in addition to the Budget Template (Attachment C), the applicant shall provide a summary and detailed budget detailing the proposed costs in order to implement proposed activities described in Attachment C. All proposed costs and estimates must be reasonable and allowable in accordance with the US Government’s Cost Principles established in 2CFR200, Subpart E. All proposed costs must be directly applicable to implementing activities under the award and budgeted amounts should not exceed the market cost/value of an item or service.

a. Budget Narrative and Detail
Cost estimates must be submitted in Excel format using the attached budget template. The file must be unprotected and there should be no hidden columns/rows/cells. Each cost element must include a basis for estimate or rationale. Any budget submitted without the accompanying narrative or in a different template will not be accepted and the application may not be considered. Please note that applications will be judged based on efficiency of costs vs. proposed performance targets. The budget shall be denominated in Ghanaian Cedi (GHS) only. The budget template contains the following budget categories: 

i. Salaries (activity staff) 
The Applicant shall provide the individual’s name, position title, the unit (days), the number of units (i.e. the level of effort), the unit salary or consultant fee and the total salary or consultant fee. Unit salaries shall be stated in days. Benefits, fees, and indirect costs should not be included in the unit salary. 

ii. Fringe Benefits
This could include social security, health insurance, and other mandatory withholdings for relevant grantee staff. 

iii. In-Country Travel and Transportation
Travel and Transportation includes per diem and shall be broken down by traveler, transportation vehicle, number of trips and the corresponding number of days of per diem. Include a basis of estimate for each trip.

iv.  Other Direct Costs (ODCs)
As part of the detailed budget breakdown, the Applicant shall submit details of all other direct costs (ODCs) required for undertaking the award grant. ODCs include costs of direct program implementation, as well as costs for communication, meetings, expendable supplies and materials, report preparation/reproduction and publications. Include a basis of estimate for each item.
NOTE: USAID Policy prohibits the payment of fee/profit to Grantees. 

4. Submission of the Application:
[bookmark: _heading=h.17dp8vu]Applications must be submitted no later than midnight on June 20, 2023 electronically to  ftfring_grants@abtassoc.com 

IMPORTANT NOTE:  Technical and financial applications should be submitted in two separate electronic files. 

B. APPLICANT SELF ASSESSMENT
The Applicant selected for this award is subject to a pre-award risk assessment conducted by LHSS and the Applicant, to ascertain whether the organization has the minimum management capabilities required to manage and implement the Fixed Amount Award. The Applicant self-assessment is the first step in the pre-award risk assessment process. The Applicant Self-Assessment Form is contained in Attachment D.



SECTION IV: APPLICATION REVIEW INFORMATION
Applications must be fully complete in all aspects in each step. An application may not be considered if it is received after the submission deadline. Costs associated with preparation of application shall be at the expense of the applicant.

This RFA includes a single-stage review and selection process, which includes the following elements:
i. Review and evaluation of applications 
ii. Selection and notification of apparently successful applicant(s)
A. PRE-APPLICATION CONFERENCE

Feed the Future Resilience in Northern Ghana Systems Strengthening will conduct pre-Application orientation sessions in each of the four (4) target Districts as shown below. All interested applicants are encouraged to attend.
	Location
	Venue
	Date
	Time

	Northern
	Tamale  Niim Avenue Hotel
	June 5, 2023
	9:30am

	North East
	 Bolga Ex-Tee Cristal Hotel
	June 7, 2023
	9:30 am

	Upper East
	Bolga Ex- Tee Cristal Hotel
	June 7, 2023
	9:30 am

	Upper West
	Wa Dellagio Hotel
	June 9, 2023
	9:30 am

	Confirmation Email
	An email confirming attendance must be sent to ftfring_grants@abtassoc.com



The purpose of these orientation sessions is to provide a briefing to prospective Applicants about the grants program, the RFA process, and to respond to questions or concerns. To reserve your spot at a session, please send an email to ftfring_grants@abtassoc.com with your name, your organization, and your contact information. 

[bookmark: _Hlk134430848]If you are not able to attend a pre-application conference but have a question about this RFA, you may submit it in writing to ftfring_grants@abtassoc.com by May 31, 2023. A consolidated Q&A document will be circulated to all interested Parties upon conclusion of all sessions.

Only written answers from Abt Associates’ authorized representative will be considered official and carry weight in the RFA process and subsequent evaluation. Any answers received outside the official channel, whether received verbally or in writing, and whether from employees of Abt Associates or another party, should not be considered official responses regarding this RFA.


B. EVALUATION OF FULL APPLICATIONS
Feed the Future Resilience in Northern Ghana Systems Strengthening intends to issue up to a minimum of seventeen (17) grants to the organization(s) considered to have the best Technical Approach, Methodology, Strategic Fit, Organizational Capabilities and Past Performance, Gender and Youth Considerations, and Cost Effectiveness for the overall project. The criteria below will serve as the basis upon which each application will be evaluated. Selection will also be based on the capabilities of the organizations as detailed in the application. 


Evaluation Criteria
The technical applications will be evaluated according to the following criteria, which are listed in order of importance, with the most important listed first. Additional details are included below.

	Criteria
	Maximum Points (100 total)

	1. Technical Approach & Methodology
	30 points 

	2. Strategic Fit
	30 points 

	3. Organizational Capabilities
	25 points

	4. Gender and Youth Considerations 
	10 points

	5. Cost Effectiveness
	5 points 



*Applicants must receive an average score of 70 points or higher to proceed in the grant process

TECHNICAL APPROACH & METHODOLOGY (30 points):
Technical approach and methodology criteria include:
A clearly defined problem statement (proposed services to the target population demonstrate an understanding of local needs and provide appropriate assistance).
Goals are clearly outlined and contribute toward the project overall objectives.
There is a clear and practical relationship between the defined problem and the solution proposed.
The technical approach is innovative, cost-effective, transformative, and sustainable.
Innovative products, services, and financing mechanisms are included.
[bookmark: _heading=h.3rdcrjn]Proposed plan is realistic and demonstrates that the organization is moving toward self-sufficiency (e.g., sustainability).
Potential obstacles are identified, and solutions sufficiently addressed.
A grant sustainability plan is in place with future actions that the grantee will take to ensure lasting results of the grant funded.
Sustainability of results (organization demonstrates a credible plan to reach self-sufficiency in the short to medium term) 
[bookmark: _heading=h.26in1rg]STRATEGIC FIT (30 points)
Strategic fit criteria include:
· Contribution toward the project overall objectives
· Sustainability of results (organization demonstrates a credible plan to reach self-sufficiency in the short to medium term)
· Anticipated benefits to the beneficiaries.
[bookmark: _heading=h.lnxbz9]ORGANIZATIONAL CAPABILITIES AND PAST PERFORMANCE (25 points)
Organizational capabilities criteria include:
· Organizational, financial, and technical capabilities and resources to implement activities.
· Previous successful experience implementing similar activities.
· Proposed staffing structure and grant award management to allow for successful implementation. Include technical/programmatic and financial/administrative staff.
· Experience in the geographic region.
· Soundness of accounting and procurement practices.
· Capacity to adhere to USAID financial guidelines.

[bookmark: _heading=h.35nkun2]GENDER AND YOUTH CONSIDERATIONS (10 points)
Gender considerations include:
· Impact on women’s empowerment: opportunities for women’s participation and involvement in governing bodies 
· Anticipated benefits to the beneficiaries (WRA, CU5, Youth)
· Engagement of Women-led organizations and male involvement
· Engagement of Youth-led organizations     

[bookmark: _heading=h.1ksv4uv]COST EFFECTIVENESS (5 points)
Costs will be evaluated in terms of their feasibility, cost realism, reasonableness, completeness, allowability, and cost-effectiveness for undertaking activities outlined in the application. As technical scores converge, applications that maximize the portion of direct activity costs including cost sharing and leveraging and that minimize administrative costs will be more favorably considered. The cost evaluation criteria will allow the project to evaluate the applicant’s cost application. 
· Reasonableness of proposed budget based on scope of activities proposed.
· Summary budget, detailed budget, and budget notes included.
· Proposed budget is reasonable and cost-effective.

Feed the Future Resilience in Northern Ghana Systems Strengthening will evaluate applications primarily by considering the technical and cost quality prior to award. If the application is successful in the technical and cost evaluation process, it will be submitted to USAID for approval of an award following a pre-award responsibility determination. The project will notify applicants of the results of the grant evaluation process in writing and will offer them an opportunity to contact the project’s Grants Manager within 10 days to respond to or ask questions. All grant awards are contingent on a positive applicant responsibility determination and final approval by USAID.
SECTION V: AWARD ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION
1. Award Notices 
If selected for award, prospective Grantees will receive an official notice from Feed the Future Resilience in Northern Ghana Systems Strengthening and will be invited to proceed to the next steps, which may include participating in co-development of the final program statement, milestones, deliverables, and timelines. Once these elements are final, the grant agreement will be finalized and executed.
2. Award Administration Standards
Grants resulting from this solicitation will be administered in accordance with the approved Project Grants Manual, and the following regulations (as applicable):
· FAR Part 31 – Cost Principles for For-Profit organizations used to negotiate award amounts and terminations per 2 C.F.R. 200.201 (b)(1))
· Automated Directives System (ADS) Chapter 303 Grants & Cooperative Agreements to Non-Governmental Organizations:  303.3.25 Fixed Amount Awards to Non-Governmental Organizations
· ADS 302.3.4.13 Grants Under Contracts (GUCs) 
· 2. C.F.R. 200 Subpart E – Cost Principles for non-profit and educational organizations – used to negotiate award amounts and terminations per 2 C.F.R. 200.201 (b)(1))
3. Reporting
Grant reporting cycles are defined in the milestone schedules included in each grant agreement. Payments are made upon receipt and acceptance of pre-defined deliverables, in compliance with the terms of the award and receipt of Grantees voucher requesting payment for each deliverable. Financial reports are not a requirement under an FAA. 
4. Environmental Compliance
The grants program anticipates funding only activities that fall under the categorical exclusions of “USAID Environmental Guidelines.”[footnoteRef:1]  Therefore, if all activities under a specific grant are identified as categorical exclusions, the project will not conduct any additional environmental assessment or will not require prior review by USAID’s environmental officer. However, in instances where the proposed activity may directly affect the environment outside the exclusions, the project will seek guidance from the COR, to ensure compliance with 22 CFR 216 and the “USAID Environmental Guidelines.” [1: ] 





ANNEX 1
CHART OF DISTRICTS BY REGION AND ZOI MAP 
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MAP OF THE USAID/RING II ZONE OF INFLUENCE (ZOI)
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ATTACHMENT A

TECHNICAL APPLICATION TEMPLATE

 

ATTACHMENT B

TECHNICAL APPLICATION FORM – RFA No: RFA No: IIAF-RFA-001-2023



Organizations must complete the following form and attach any required annexes and submit to ftfring_grants@abtassoc.com Forms are due by June 08, 2023



1. Cover Letter: Please complete, sign, and date the following section as your Cover Letter. Alternately, you may attach a separate cover letter of no more than one page which includes all of the                                                     following information.

		Legal Name of Organization:



		



		Mailing Address:

		





		Physical Address (if different from above):

		



		Contact Name and Title:

		



		Email:

		



		Telephone:

		



		Tax ID #: 

		



		Sam.gov Unique Identifier (UEI)

		



		Website:

		



		Regions Covered by this Application (select only one):

		☐ Northern District

☐ North East District

☐ Upper East District

☐Upper West District





		Are you submitting applications for more than one District?

		☐ Yes

☐ No 



		Organization Profile and Mission:









		Brief Summary of application:

Please briefly describe the activities you propose to undertake, as well as the intended outcome.



		Total funding requested (in cedi):



		Signature:





Name:

Title:

Date: 







2. Proposed Grant Intervention:

A. Project Description (no more than 3 pages):

Describe the proposed grant activities and overarching program elements, such as the objective of the grant and the linkage to the project objectives, or how the proposed activities will contribute to these objectives; results and indicators for measuring results, intended beneficiaries, and plans for disseminating activity deliverables.  Outline how the proposed elements will support progress toward organizational sustainability.



You may include leading questions such as the following examples to ensure that all relevant topics are addressed by the Applicant: 

· Provide a brief description of the proposed activities your organization is seeking to implement under the identified activities 

· (Where do you want to implement the activity (geographic location

· How many beneficiaries will be reached through each intervention?

· Describe the activities included under each proposed intervention:

· Describe the time required for implementing the intervention and the anticipated completion date

· Describe how you will monitor performance including the tools that will be used

Applicants may be prompted to add additional descriptions as needed.

B. Implementation Plan (Annex – 1 page)

Please attach a Gantt chart of planned activities and a timeline for their completion, with a brief description



C. Monitoring & Evaluation (2 paragraphs):

Please describe the monitoring and evaluation methods to be implemented as well as the tools used to measure and evaluate the program activities, targets, and results. NOTE: A formal M&E Plan may be required once an award decision has been made, depending on the nature of the activities to be performed.



D. Proposed Milestones and Deliverables:

Please complete the following chart with anticipated deliverables and their associated timeframes. Add lines as necessary to capture all anticipated milestones.



		Number

		Milestone

		Deliverable

		Completion Date



		1

		Description of the verifiable product, task, deliverable, or goal to be accomplished

		Description of how the recipient will document the completion of the product, task, deliverable, or goal;

		When the milestone is expected or required to be completed.



		2

		

		

		



		3

		

		

		



		4

		

		

		







E. Experience and Capacity (1 page, plus annex):

Please list previous and ongoing experience implementing similar activities.  







CERTIFICATION



I ________________hereby certify that this application is current, complete and accurate.



_______________________		___________________________

Signature				Name 	





______________________

Title of Authorized Signatory   



[bookmark: _Hlk84416692]ANNEXES (do not count towards page limitations):

a) Copy of official registration
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Attachment B. Budget Template.xlsx
Budget Instructions

		USAID Resilience for Northern Ghana II System Strengthening:  RFA No: IIAF-RFA-001-2023

		Budget Instructions


		Applicant Name:

		Instructions for the Applicant:


		In the Budget Template tab, please detail all expenditures connected with the proposed grant activity and include a comment in the "narrative" column explaining each included expense. All costs shall be expressed in Ghanaian Cedi.


		A. Salaries (activity staff) 
The Applicant shall provide the individual’s name, position title, the number of days (i.e. the level of effort), the unburdened unit salary (as a daily rate) and the total amount for each line. Benefits, fees, and indirect costs should not be included in the daily rate. 


		B. Fringe Benefits
Include social security and health insurance for proposed staff, prorated for the level of effort proposed


		C. In-Country Travel and Transportation
Travel and Transportation includes per diem and shall be broken down by traveler, transportation method, number of trips and the corresponding number of days of per diem. Include a rationale for each trip. 
(Note: mileage rates, per diem and lodging rates have been hard coded into the budget template.)


		D. Other Direct Costs (ODCs)
As part of the detailed budget breakdown, the Applicant shall submit details of all ODCs required for undertaking the award grant. ODCs include costs for non-labor direct program implementation, as well as costs for communication, meetings, expendable supplies and materials, report preparation/reproduction and publications, office rent, and utilities.  Include a basis of estimate for each item. 



		E. Indirect Rates
Qualified organizations may include the de minimis rate of 10% (non-US non-profit organizations only) or a properly audited indirect rate indirect rate (US organizations holding a negotiated rate agreement only) - NOT permitted when a Simplified Grant is intended.








Summary Budget

				Applicant:		0

				SUMMARY BUDGET - ALL DISTRICTS

						Northern		North East		Upper East		Upper West

				A. Salaries (Name, Position)		[$GHC] 0.00		[$GHC] 0.00		[$GHC] 0.00		[$GHC] 0.00

				B. Fringe Benefits		[$GHC] 0.00		[$GHC] 0.00		[$GHC] 0.00		[$GHC] 0.00

				C. Travel and Transportation 		[$GHC] 0.00		[$GHC] 0.00		[$GHC] 0.00		[$GHC] 0.00

				D.  Other Direct Costs		[$GHC] 0.00		[$GHC] 0.00		[$GHC] 0.00		[$GHC] 0.00

				E. Indirect Rate		[$GHC] 0.00		[$GHC] 0.00		[$GHC] 0.00		[$GHC] 0.00

				TOTAL:		[$GHC] 0.00		[$GHC] 0.00		[$GHC] 0.00		[$GHC] 0.00







Northern Detail

		Attachment C -  Cost Application and Budget Template
Northern District




										Total Cost 
(in GHC)		Narrative

		Cost Category  		Unit		Unit Cost
(in GHC)		Quantity Required


						(A)		(B)		(A x B) =C		(provide narrative description per line item)

		A. Salaries (Name, Position)

				/day						[$GHC] 0.00

				/day						[$GHC] 0.00

				/day						[$GHC] 0.00

				/day						[$GHC] 0.00

				/day						[$GHC] 0.00

										[$GHC] 0.00

		Sub-total, Salaries								[$GHC] 0.00



		B. Fringe Benefits								[$GHC] 0.00

										[$GHC] 0.00

										[$GHC] 0.00

										[$GHC] 0.00

										[$GHC] 0.00

										[$GHC] 0.00

		Sub-total, Fringe Benefits								[$GHC] 0.00



		C. Travel and Transportation 								[$GHC] 0.00

		A. In Country Travel (Destinatiion)		Trip						[$GHC] 0.00

		B. Per diem & incidental expense		Day						[$GHC] 0.00		Apply approrpriate Per Diem rates

										[$GHC] 0.00

		Sub-total, Travel & Transportation								[$GHC] 0.00



		D.  Other Direct Costs								[$GHC] 0.00

		Communications 								[$GHC] 0.00

		Other expendable goods								[$GHC] 0.00

		Printing & duplication								[$GHC] 0.00

		workshop session								[$GHC] 0.00

		Other  (add lines as necessary)								[$GHC] 0.00



		Sub-total, Other Direct Cost								[$GHC] 0.00

		TOTAL SECTIONS A-D								[$GHC] 0.00

		E. Indirect Rate

		Rate Description (NICRA, de minimis)								[$GHC] 0.00



		Sub-total, Indirect rate								[$GHC] 0.00

		GRAND TOTAL:								[$GHC] 0.00



&"-,Bold"&16JCAP Project	




NE Detail

		Attachment C -  Cost Application and Budget Template
North East District




										Total Cost 
(in GHC)		Narrative

		Cost Category  		Unit		Unit Cost
(in GHC)		Quantity Required


						(A)		(B)		(A x B) =C		(provide narrative description per line item)

		A. Salaries (Name, Position)

				/day						[$GHC] 0.00

				/day						[$GHC] 0.00

				/day						[$GHC] 0.00

				/day						[$GHC] 0.00

				/day						[$GHC] 0.00

										[$GHC] 0.00

		Sub-total, Salaries								[$GHC] 0.00



		B. Fringe Benefits								[$GHC] 0.00

										[$GHC] 0.00

										[$GHC] 0.00

										[$GHC] 0.00

										[$GHC] 0.00

										[$GHC] 0.00

		Sub-total, Fringe Benefits								[$GHC] 0.00



		C. Travel and Transportation 								[$GHC] 0.00

		A. In Country Travel (Destinatiion)		Trip						[$GHC] 0.00

		B. Per diem & incidental expense		Day						[$GHC] 0.00		Apply approrpriate Per Diem rates

										[$GHC] 0.00

		Sub-total, Travel & Transportation								[$GHC] 0.00



		D.  Other Direct Costs								[$GHC] 0.00

		Communications 								[$GHC] 0.00

		Other expendable goods								[$GHC] 0.00

		Printing & duplication								[$GHC] 0.00

		workshop session								[$GHC] 0.00

		Other  (add lines as necessary)								[$GHC] 0.00



		Sub-total, Other Direct Cost								[$GHC] 0.00

		TOTAL SECTIONS A-D								[$GHC] 0.00

		E. Indirect Rate

		Rate Description (NICRA, de minimis)								[$GHC] 0.00



		Sub-total, Indirect rate								[$GHC] 0.00

		GRAND TOTAL:								[$GHC] 0.00





UE Detail

		Attachment C -  Cost Application and Budget Template
Upper East District




										Total Cost 
(in GHC)		Narrative

		Cost Category  		Unit		Unit Cost
(in GHC)		Quantity Required


						(A)		(B)		(A x B) =C		(provide narrative description per line item)

		A. Salaries (Name, Position)

				/day						[$GHC] 0.00

				/day						[$GHC] 0.00

				/day						[$GHC] 0.00

				/day						[$GHC] 0.00

				/day						[$GHC] 0.00

										[$GHC] 0.00

		Sub-total, Salaries								[$GHC] 0.00



		B. Fringe Benefits								[$GHC] 0.00

										[$GHC] 0.00

										[$GHC] 0.00

										[$GHC] 0.00

										[$GHC] 0.00

										[$GHC] 0.00

		Sub-total, Fringe Benefits								[$GHC] 0.00



		C. Travel and Transportation 								[$GHC] 0.00

		A. In Country Travel (Destinatiion)		Trip						[$GHC] 0.00

		B. Per diem & incidental expense		Day						[$GHC] 0.00		Apply approrpriate Per Diem rates

										[$GHC] 0.00

		Sub-total, Travel & Transportation								[$GHC] 0.00



		D.  Other Direct Costs								[$GHC] 0.00

		Communications 								[$GHC] 0.00

		Other expendable goods								[$GHC] 0.00

		Printing & duplication								[$GHC] 0.00

		workshop session								[$GHC] 0.00

		Other  (add lines as necessary)								[$GHC] 0.00



		Sub-total, Other Direct Cost								[$GHC] 0.00

		TOTAL SECTIONS A-D								[$GHC] 0.00

		E. Indirect Rate

		Rate Description (NICRA, de minimis)								[$GHC] 0.00



		Sub-total, Indirect rate								[$GHC] 0.00

		GRAND TOTAL:								[$GHC] 0.00





UW Detail

		Attachment C -  Cost Application and Budget Template
Upper West District




										Total Cost 
(in GHC)		Narrative

		Cost Category  		Unit		Unit Cost
(in GHC)		Quantity Required


						(A)		(B)		(A x B) =C		(provide narrative description per line item)

		A. Salaries (Name, Position)

				/day						[$GHC] 0.00

				/day						[$GHC] 0.00

				/day						[$GHC] 0.00

				/day						[$GHC] 0.00

				/day						[$GHC] 0.00

										[$GHC] 0.00

		Sub-total, Salaries								[$GHC] 0.00



		B. Fringe Benefits								[$GHC] 0.00

										[$GHC] 0.00

										[$GHC] 0.00

										[$GHC] 0.00

										[$GHC] 0.00

										[$GHC] 0.00

		Sub-total, Fringe Benefits								[$GHC] 0.00



		C. Travel and Transportation 								[$GHC] 0.00

		A. In Country Travel (Destinatiion)		Trip						[$GHC] 0.00

		B. Per diem & incidental expense		Day						[$GHC] 0.00		Apply approrpriate Per Diem rates

										[$GHC] 0.00

		Sub-total, Travel & Transportation								[$GHC] 0.00



		D.  Other Direct Costs								[$GHC] 0.00

		Communications 								[$GHC] 0.00

		Other expendable goods								[$GHC] 0.00

		Printing & duplication								[$GHC] 0.00

		workshop session								[$GHC] 0.00

		Other  (add lines as necessary)								[$GHC] 0.00



		Sub-total, Other Direct Cost								[$GHC] 0.00

		TOTAL SECTIONS A-D								[$GHC] 0.00

		E. Indirect Rate

		Rate Description (NICRA, de minimis)								[$GHC] 0.00



		Sub-total, Indirect rate								[$GHC] 0.00

		GRAND TOTAL:								[$GHC] 0.00
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Attachment C. FAA Agreement Template.docx
[bookmark: _Hlk134441471]ATTACHMENT C

SAMPLE FIXED AMOUNT AWARD GRANT AGREEMENT



[Insert Name of Grantee]

[Insert Grantee Address]

[Insert Grantee Address]

[Insert Date]

[bookmark: Text2]Subject: Fixed Amount Award (FAA) No. ###

Dear: [Mr./Ms.] [Insert name of authorized signatory for grantee]:

In response to your request for assistance dated [Insert Date], Abt Associates is pleased to award to [Insert Name of Grantee] (herein after referred to as “Grantee”) this Fixed Amount Award in the sum of ### Ghanaian cedis ([Write out the total grant amount in words]) in support of your program as described in Attachment B – Program Description under the Feed the Future Resilience in Northern Ghana Systems Strengthening Activity (Contract #72064122C00002) implemented by Abt Associates. Abt Associates will make payments under this grant in accordance with the Deliverable and Milestone Payment Schedule in Attachment C.

By signing this Grant Agreement, the Grantee agrees that:

1. The Grantee will comply with the terms and conditions as set forth in the attachments listed following the signature below, which are incorporated as part of the Grant Agreement.



2. Grantee will maintain records of transactions related to the Grant Agreement (including reports and supporting documentation for deliverables) for at least three years after payment of the final milestone. After the end of the Grant Agreement, USAID and Abt Associates retain the right, at their discretion, to examine all or a sample of the Grantee’s records or transactions related to this Grant Agreement where concerns of implementation irregularities arise.



3. Abt is not liable for reimbursing the Grantee for any amount in excess of the Grant Agreement amount, or incurred outside of the Grant period, as provided in the Schedule. 



4. Unless otherwise provided in the Schedule, title to any equipment purchased to accomplish any milestone under this Grant Agreement vests in the Grantee upon acquisition, with the condition that the Grantee must use the equipment for the Grant as long as it is needed for such.



5. The Grantee will follow the RING II approved Branding and Marking Plan which will be provided to the Grantee by the RING II Grants Manager under separate cover.



6. Grantee will obtain Abt Associates’ prior written approval for any changes to: 1) the activities being supported by this Grant; 2) the fixed amount of this Grant; 3) the milestones; or 4) the Grant Agreement completion date.



7. Abt Associates will conduct monitoring of the grant program, including site visits, as appropriate.



8. When proposed grant activities have been identified as medium or high-risk, Recipient must prepare and submit an environmental mitigation and monitoring plan (EMMP) using the template provided to ensure that the potential adverse impacts implicit in the activities do not occur. 



9. Grantee must submit the Final Voucher for payment for the final milestone(s) within 30 calendar days from the Grant Agreement’s end date, unless Abt Associates provides written approval extending the period for Final Voucher submission, but in no case shall the period exceed 60 calendar days. With the submission of the Final Voucher, the Grantee must certify that the Grant is completed, and the Grantee will make no further claim against Abt Associates after payment of the final voucher.



10. This Grant Agreement may be terminated by either party at any time, in whole or in part, 30 calendar days after receipt of written notification by the other party. If Abt Associates terminates this Grant Agreement, the Grantee may submit a claim within 30 calendar days of such termination for any costs incurred in performance of any unpaid or incomplete milestones unless Abt Associates agrees in writing to extend the period for claim submission, but in no case shall the period exceed 90 calendar days. Abt Associates will determine the amount(s) to be paid to the Grantee under such claim in accordance with the legally applicable Cost Principles. 



11. USAID retains the right to direct Abt Associates to terminate this Grant Agreement unilaterally in extraordinary circumstances, at their sole discretion.



12. This agreement shall be deemed to be an Agreement made under, governed by, and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Maryland, United States of America.     In the event a disagreement or dispute between Abt Associates and Grantee relating to or arising from this Agreement cannot be settled or adjudicated informally, Grantee and Abt Associates agree that arbitration in accordance with the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law Arbitration Rules (UNCITRAL) in effect as of the date of this Agreement, shall be the exclusive means of resolving such dispute, except for any dispute where injunctive relief is necessary to prevent irreparable harm.  

Such disputes shall be submitted to UNCITRAL for binding arbitration in accordance with UNCITRAL's arbitration rules by a single arbitrator.  Such arbitration shall be held in Washington DC.

Judgment upon any award rendered may be entered in any court of competent jurisdiction; provided, however, that the arbitrator shall have no authority to add to, modify, change or disregard any lawful terms of this Agreement or to provide any relief or award that is not provided for and consistent with the laws of the State of Maryland, USA.



13. The Grantee shall defend, indemnify and hold Abt Associates and its directors, officers, agents and employees harmless against any liability, claim, damage, suit, or expense (including reasonable attorney fees) caused by the Grantee's acts or omissions, including without limitation, claims based on:  (a) Grantee's infringement of a patent, copyright, trademark, or other intellectual property right; (b) bodily injury, death, or damage to property caused by Grantee; (c) Grantee's conflict of interest, fraud, or criminal conduct; (d) Grantee's noncompliance with applicable laws or regulations; (e) Grantee's noncompliance with financial record keeping and reporting requirements of the Grant; (f) Grantee's failure to compensate, or comply with any applicable labor standards, laws, or regulations with respect to Grantee's employees, agents, or lower tier recipients or contractors; or (g) Grantee's breach of this Agreement, or any representation or warranty contained in this Agreement. 

No provision of this Agreement shall in any way inure to the benefit of any third-party so as to constitute such party as a third-party beneficiary of the Agreement or any one or more of the terms here of, or otherwise give rise to any cause of action in any person or entity not a party to the Agreement. The provisions of this section shall survive the expiration or termination of this Grant agreement.

Grantee has no right to submit claims directly to USAID and USAID assumes no liability for any third-party claims against the Grantee.






Please sign this letter to acknowledge your receipt and acceptance of this Grant, retaining a copy for your records and returning an electronic copy to [Insert the project's designated point of contact].



Sincerely,	





Kofi Awity					Anna Rose

Chief of Party					Director, Local Solutions and Grants Management





Grant Attachments:

A. SCHEDULE

B. PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

C. DELIVERABLE AND MILESTONE PAYMENT SCHEDULE

D. MANDATORY AND AS APPLICABLE STANDARD PROVISIONS FOR FIXED AMOUNT AWARDS TO NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

E. APPROVED BRANDING AND MARKING PLAN [if applicable to a specific grant]










ACKNOWLEDGED BY GRANTEE’s duly authorized representative:

 Your signature below certifies that you have carefully reviewed the Fixed Amount Award and all of the attached documents and that you in your capacity as your organization’s designated agent fully and unconditionally agree with all of the terms and conditions contained herein.

In addition, your signature below certifies that as of the time of award of this Grant that neither the Grantee, nor its principals, are debarred, suspended, or proposed for debarment by the Government of the United States of America.

		Signature and Date



		Name:

		



		Title:

		



		Organization:

		



		Unique Entity Identifier:

		










GRANT ATTACHMENT A

SCHEDULE



A. Purpose of Grant

The purpose of this Grant is to provide support for the program described in Attachment B – Program Description.



B. Grant Period

The effective date of this Grant Agreement is [Insert start date]. The completion date of the grant is [Insert end date].  



C. Amount of Award and Payment

1. Abt Associates hereby awards the fixed amount of ### Ghanaian cedis for purposes of this grant. 



2. Payment will be made to the Grantee upon the Grantee’s electronic submission of a properly prepared voucher (to be provided by Abt Associates) with a certification that the milestone being billed has been completed and providing any other documentation required by Abt Associates specified with each milestone. Each voucher must specify the milestone that is being billed and the fixed amount associated with that milestone. Abt Associates reserves the right to withhold payment subject to milestone completion verification. 



D. Deliverable and Milestone Payment Schedule

1. The agreed upon Deliverables and Schedule of Milestones for funding under this Grant Agreement are included as Attachment C to this Fixed Amount Award entitled Deliverable and Milestone Payment Schedule.



2. The accomplishment of each milestone will be based on the successful submission or completion of the tasks or deliverables delineated for that milestone.












GRANT ATTACHMENT B

 PROGRAM DESCRIPTION



(Program description will be inserted once final negotiations are complete)






GRANT ATTACHMENT C

DELIVERABLE AND MILESTONE PAYMENT SCHEDULE



		No.

		Mandatory Milestone

		Deliverable

		Due Date



		1

		Initial workplan

		Comprehensive workplan showing activities, tasks, and associated timelines and personnel assignments. 

		Within one (1) week of grant award



		2.

		Sustainability Plan

		Written plan for sustaining the proposed activities and their associated outcomes over time.

		30 days after grant award.



		2.

		Quarterly Report

		Progress report reflecting achievements to date, constraints experienced, planned activities for next quarter, using template provided.

		Five (5) days after the end of each 90-day implementation period.



		4.

		Final Report



		Final report summarizing activities completed, documented success stories, and final metrics, using template provided.

		Within one (1) week of the end of the Grant Period










GRANT ATTACHMENT D

 MANDATORY AND AS APPLICABLE STANDARD PROVISIONS FOR FIXED AMOUNT AWARDS TO NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

Partial Revision Date: 12/29/2022

M1. SUBMISSIONS TO THE DEVELOPMENT EXPERIENCE CLEARINGHOUSE AND DATA RIGHTS (JUNE 2012)

a. Submissions to the Development Experience Clearinghouse (DEC). 

1) The recipient must provide the Agreement Officer’s Representative one copy of any Intellectual Work that is published, and a list of any Intellectual Work that is not published.

2) In addition, the recipient must submit Intellectual Work, whether published or not, to the DEC, either on-line (preferred) or by mail. The recipient must review the DEC Web site for submission instructions, including document formatting and the types of documents to submit. Submission instructions can be found at:  https://dec.usaid.gov

3) For purposes of submissions to the DEC, Intellectual Work includes all  works that document the implementation, evaluation, and results of  international development assistance activities developed or acquired  under this award, which may include program and communications  materials, evaluations and assessments, information products, research  and technical reports, progress and performance reports required under  this award (excluding administrative financial information), and other  reports, articles and papers prepared by the recipient under the award,  whether published or not. The term does not include the recipient’s information that is incidental to award administration, such as financial, administrative, cost or pricing, or management information.

4) Each document submitted should contain essential bibliographic information, such as 1) descriptive title; 2) author(s) name; 3) award number; 4) sponsoring USAID office; 5) development objective; and 6) date of publication.

5) The recipient must not submit to the DEC any financially sensitive information or personally identifiable information, such as social security numbers, home addresses and dates of birth. Such information must be removed prior to submission. The recipient must not submit classified documents to the DEC.

b. Rights in Data

1) Data means recorded information, regardless of the form or the media on which it may be recorded, including technical data and computer software, and includes Intellectual Work, defined in a. above. 

2) Unless otherwise provided in this provision, the recipient may retain the rights, title and interest to Data that is first acquired or produced under this award. USAID reserves a royalty-free, worldwide, nonexclusive, and irrevocable right to use, disclose, reproduce, prepare derivative works, distribute copies to the public, and perform publicly and display publicly, in any manner and for any purpose, and to have or permit others to do so.

c. Copyright. The recipient may copyright any books, publications or other copyrightable materials first acquired or produced under this award. USAID reserves a royalty-free, worldwide, nonexclusive, and irrevocable right to use, disclose, reproduce, prepare derivative works, distribute copies to the public, and perform publicly and display publicly, in any manner and for any purpose, and to have or permit others to do so. 

d. The recipient will provide the U.S. Government, on request or as otherwise provided in this award, a copy of any Data or copyrighted material to which the U.S. Government has rights under paragraphs b. and c. of this provision. The U.S. Government makes no representations or warranties as to title, right to use or license, or other legal rights or obligations regarding any Data or copyrighted materials.

[END OF PROVISION]

M2. MARKING AND PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS UNDER USAID-FUNDED ASSISTANCE (JULY 2015)

a. The USAID Identity is the official marking for USAID, comprised of the USAID logo and brandmark with the tagline “from the American people,” unless amended by USAID to include additional or substitute use of a logo or seal and tagline representing a presidential initiative or other high level interagency initiative. The USAID Identity is on the USAID Web site at www.usaid.gov/branding. Recipients must use the USAID Identity, of a size and prominence equivalent to or greater than any other identity or logo displayed, to mark the following:

1) Programs, projects, activities, public communications, and commodities partially or fully funded by USAID; 

2) Program, project, or activity sites funded by USAID, including visible infrastructure projects or other physical sites;

3) Technical assistance, studies, reports, papers, publications, audio-visual productions, public service announcements, Web sites/Internet activities, promotional, informational, media, or communications products funded by USAID;

4) Commodities, equipment, supplies, and other materials funded by USAID, including commodities or equipment provided under humanitarian assistance or disaster relief programs; and

5) Events financed by USAID, such as training courses, conferences, seminars, exhibitions, fairs, workshops, press conferences and other public activities. If the USAID Identity cannot be displayed, the recipient is encouraged to otherwise acknowledge USAID and the support of the American people.

b. The recipient must implement the requirements of this provision following the approved Marking Plan in the award.

c. The AO may require a preproduction review of program materials and “public communications” (documents and messages intended for external distribution, including but not limited to correspondence; publications; studies; reports; audio visual productions; applications; forms; press; and promotional materials) used in connection with USAID-funded programs, projects or activities, for compliance with an approved Marking Plan.

d. The recipient is encouraged to give public notice of the receipt of this award and announce progress and accomplishments. The recipient must provide copies of notices or announcements to Agreement Officer’s Representative (AOR) and to USAID's Office of Legislative and Public Affairs in advance of release, as practicable. Press releases or other public notices must include a statement substantially as follows:

"The U.S. Agency for International Development administers the U.S. foreign assistance program providing economic and humanitarian assistance in more than 80 countries worldwide."

e. Any “public communication,” in which the content has not been approved by USAID, must contain the following disclaimer:

“This study/report/audio/visual/other information/media product (specify) is made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). The contents are the responsibility of [insert recipient name] and do not necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the United States Government.”

f. The recipient must provide the USAID AOR, with two copies of all program and communications materials produced under this award. 

g. The recipient may request an exception from USAID marking requirements when USAID marking requirements would:

1) Compromise the intrinsic independence or neutrality of a program or materials where independence or neutrality is an inherent aspect of the program and materials;

2) Diminish the credibility of audits, reports, analyses, studies, or policy recommendations whose data or findings must be seen as independent; 

3) Undercut host-country government “ownership” of constitutions, laws, regulations, policies, studies, assessments, reports, publications, surveys or audits, public service announcements, or other communications;

4) Impair the functionality of an item;

5) Incur substantial costs or be impractical;

6) Offend local cultural or social norms, or be considered inappropriate; or 

7) Conflict with international law. 

h. The recipient may submit a waiver request of the marking requirements of this provision or the Marking Plan, through the AOR, when USAID required marking would pose compelling political, safety, or security concerns, or have an adverse impact in the cooperating country. 

1) Approved waivers “flow down” to subagreements, including subawards and contracts, unless specified otherwise. The waiver may also include the removal of USAID markings already affixed, if circumstances warrant. 

2) USAID determinations regarding waiver requests are subject to appeal by the recipient, by submitting a written request to reconsider the determination to the cognizant Assistant Administrator.

i. The recipient must include the following marking provision in any subawards entered into under this award:

“As a condition of receipt of this subaward, marking with the USAID Identity of a size and prominence equivalent to or greater than the recipient’s, subrecipient’s, other donor’s, or third party’s is required. In the event the recipient chooses not to require marking with its own identity or logo by the subrecipient, USAID may, at its discretion, require marking by the subrecipient with the USAID Identity.”

[END OF PROVISION]

M3. DRUG TRAFFICKING AND DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE (JUNE 2012)

In the event the recipient or any of its employees, subrecipients, or contractors are found to have been convicted of a narcotics offense or to have been engaged in drug trafficking as defined in 22 CFR 140, USAID reserves the right to terminate this award, in whole or in part, or take any other appropriate measures including, without limitation, refund or recall of any award amount. Additionally, the recipient must make a good-faith effort to maintain a drug-free workplace and USAID reserves the right to terminate or suspend this award if the recipient materially fails to do so.

[END OF PROVISION]



M4. DEBARMENT AND SUSPENSION (JUNE 2012)

a. The recipient must not transact or conduct business under this award with any individual or entity that has an active exclusion on the System for Award management (SAM) (www.sam.gov) unless prior approval is received from the Agreement Officer. The list contains those individuals and entities that the U.S. Government has suspended or debarred based on misconduct or a determination by the U.S. Government that the person or entity cannot be trusted to safeguard U.S. Government funds. Suspended or debarred entities or individuals are excluded from receiving any new work or any additional U.S. Government funding for the duration of the exclusion period. If the recipient has any questions about listings in the system, these must be directed to the Agreement Officer. 

b. The recipient must comply with Subpart C of 2 CFR Section 180, as supplemented by 2 CFR 780, USAID may disallow costs, annul or terminate the transaction, debar or suspend the recipient, or take other remedies as appropriate, if the recipient violates this provision. Although doing so is not automatic, USAID may terminate this award if a recipient or any of its principals meet any of the conditions listed in paragraph c. below. If such a situation arises, USAID will consider the totality of circumstances—including the recipient’s response to the situation and any additional information submitted—when USAID  determines its response.

c. The recipient must notify the Agreement Officer immediately upon learning that it or any of its principals, at any time prior to or during the duration of this award:

1) Are presently excluded or disqualified from doing business with any U.S. Government entity;

2) Have been convicted or found liable within the preceding three years for committing any offense indicating a lack of business integrity or business honesty such as fraud, embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery or lying;

3) Are presently indicted for or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by any governmental entity for any of the offenses enumerated in paragraph c.(2); or

4) Have had one or more U.S.-funded agreements terminated for cause or default within the preceding three years.

d. Principal means—

1) An officer, director, owner, partner, principal investigator, or other person within a participant with management or supervisory responsibilities related to a covered transaction; or 

2) A consultant or other person, whether or not employed by the participant or paid with Federal funds, who—

i. Is in a position to handle Federal funds; 

ii. Is in a position to influence or control the use of those funds; or, 

iii. Occupies a technical or professional position capable of substantially influencing the development or outcome of an activity required to perform the covered transaction.

e. The recipient must include this provision in its entirety except for paragraphs c.(2)-(4) in any subagreements, including subawards or contracts, entered into under this award. 

[END OF PROVISION]

M5. PREVENTING TRANSACTIONS WITH, OR THE PROVISION OF RESOURCES OR SUPPORT TO, SANCTIONED GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS (MAY 2020)

a. In carrying out activities under this award, except as authorized by a license issued by the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the U.S. Department of Treasury, the recipient will not engage in transactions with, or provide resources or support to, any individual or entity that is subject to sanctions administered by OFAC or the United Nations (UN), including any individual or entity that is included on the Specially Designated Nationals and Blocked Persons List maintained by OFAC (https://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/sanctions/SDNList/Pages/default.aspx/) or on the UN Security Council consolidated list (https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/content/un-sc-consolidated-list). 

b. Any violation of the above will be grounds for unilateral termination of the agreement by USAID.

c. The Recipient must include this provision in all subawards and contracts issued under this award.

[END OF PROVISION]

M6. TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS (APRIL 2016)

a. The recipient, subawardee, or contractor, at any tier, or their employees, labor recruiters, brokers or other agents, must not engage in:

1) Trafficking in persons (as defined in the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children, supplementing the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime) during the period of this award;

2) Procurement of a commercial sex act during the period of this award;

3) Use of forced labor in the performance of this award;

4) Acts that directly support or advance trafficking in persons, including the following acts:

i. Destroying, concealing, confiscating, or otherwise denying an employee access to that employee's identity or immigration documents;

ii. Failing to provide return transportation or pay for return transportation costs to an employee from a country outside the United States to the country from which the employee was recruited upon the end of employment if requested by the employee, unless:

a) exempted from the requirement to provide or pay for such return transportation by USAID under this award; or

b) the employee is a victim of human trafficking seeking victim services or legal redress in the country of employment or a witness in a human trafficking enforcement action;

iii. Soliciting a person for the purpose of employment, or offering employment, by means of materially false or fraudulent pretenses, representations, or promises regarding that employment;

iv. Charging employees recruitment fees; or

v. Providing or arranging housing that fails to meet the host country housing and safety standards.

b. In the event of a violation of section (a) of this provision, USAID is authorized to terminate this award, without penalty, and is also authorized to pursue any other remedial actions authorized as stated in section 1704(c) of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013 (Pub. L. 112-239, enacted January 2, 2013).

c. Reserved.

d. Reserved

e. If the Recipient receives any credible information regarding a violation listed in section a (1)-(4) of this provision, the recipient must immediately notify the cognizant Agreement Officer and the USAID Office of the Inspector General; and must fully cooperate with any Federal agencies responsible for audits, investigations, or corrective actions relating to trafficking in persons.

f. The Agreement Officer may direct the Recipient to take specific steps to abate an alleged violation or enforce the requirements of a compliance plan.

g. For purposes of this provision, “employee” means an individual who is engaged in the performance of this award as a direct employee, consultant, or volunteer of the recipient or any subrecipient.

h. The recipient must include in all subawards and contracts a provision prohibiting the conduct described in section a (1)-(4) by the subrecipient, contractor, or any of their employees, or any agents. The recipient must also include a provision authorizing the recipient to terminate the award as described in section b of this provision.

[END OF PROVISION]

M7. VOLUNTARY POPULATION PLANNING ACTIVITIES – MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS (MAY 2006)

a. Requirements for Voluntary Sterilization Programs

1) Funds made available under this award must not be used to pay for the performance of involuntary sterilization as a method of family planning or to coerce or provide any financial incentive to any individual to practice sterilization.

b. Prohibition on Abortion-Related Activities:

1) No funds made available under this award will be used to finance, support, or be attributed to the following activities: (i) procurement or distribution of equipment intended to be used for the purpose of inducing abortions as a method of family planning; (ii) special fees or incentives to any person to coerce or motivate them to have abortions; (iii) payments to persons to perform abortions or to solicit persons to undergo abortions; (iv) information, education, training, or communication programs that seek to promote abortion as a method of family planning; and (v) lobbying for or against abortion. The term “motivate,” as it relates to family planning assistance, must not be construed to prohibit the provision, consistent with local law, of information or counseling about all pregnancy options. 

2) No funds made available under this award will be used to pay for any biomedical research which relates, in whole or in part, to methods of, or the performance of, abortions or involuntary sterilizations as a means of family planning. Epidemiologic or descriptive research to assess the incidence, extent, or consequences of abortions is not precluded.

[END OF PROVISION]

M8. EQUAL PARTICIPATION BY FAITH-BASED ORGANIZATIONS (JUNE 2016)

a. Faith-Based Organizations Encouraged: Faith-based organizations are eligible, on the same basis as any other organization, to participate in any USAID program for which they are otherwise eligible. Neither USAID nor entities that make and administer subawards of USAID funds shall discriminate for or against an organization on the basis of the organization’s religious character or affiliation. Additionally, religious organizations shall not be disqualified from participating in USAID programs because such organizations are motivated or influenced by religious faith to provide social services, or because of their religious character or affiliation.



Decisions about awards of USAID financial assistance must be free from political interference or even the appearance of such interference. Awards must be made on the basis of merit, not the basis of the religious affiliation of an applicant, or lack thereof. A faith-based organization may continue to carry out its mission, including the definition, development, practice, and expression of its religious beliefs, within the limits contained in this provision. For more information, see the USAID Faith Based and Community Initiatives Web site and 22 CFR 205.1. 

b. Explicitly Religious Activities Prohibited. 

1) Explicitly religious activities include activities that involve overt religious content such as worship, religious instruction, prayer, or proselytization. 

2) The recipient must not engage in explicitly religious activities as part of the programs or services directly funded with financial assistance from USAID. If the recipient engages in explicitly religious activities, the activities must be offered separately, in time or location, from any programs or services directly funded by this award, and participation must be voluntary for beneficiaries of the programs or services funded with USAID assistance. 

3) These restrictions apply equally to religious and secular organizations. All organizations that participate in USAID programs, as recipients or subawardees, including religious ones, must carry out eligible activities in accordance with all program requirements and other applicable requirements governing USAID-funded activities. 

4) Notwithstanding the restrictions of b.(1) and (2), a religious organization that participates in USAID-funded programs or services:

i. May retain its independence and may continue to carry out its mission, including the definition, development, practice, and expression of its religious beliefs, provided that it does not use direct financial assistance from USAID to support or engage in any explicitly religious activities or in any other manner prohibited by law;

ii. May use space in its facilities, without removing religious art, icons, scriptures, or other religious symbols; and 

iii. May retains its authority over its internal governance, and may retain religious terms in its organization’s name, select its board members on a religious basis, and include religious references in its organization's mission statements and other governing documents. 

c. Implementation in accordance with the Establishment Clause: Nothing in this provision shall be construed as authorizing the use of USAID funds for activities that are not permitted by Establishment Clause jurisprudence or otherwise by law. 

d. Discrimination Based on Religion Prohibited: The recipient must not, in providing services, discriminate against a program beneficiary or potential program beneficiary on the basis of religion or religious belief, refusal to hold a religious belief or a refusal to attend or participate in a religious practice. 

e. A religious organization's exemption from the Federal prohibition on employment discrimination on the basis of religion, set forth in Sec. 702(a) of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 42 U.S.C. 2000e–1 is not forfeited when the organization receives financial assistance from USAID. 

f. The Secretary of State may waive the requirements of this section in whole or in part, on a case-by-case basis, where the Secretary determines that such waiver is necessary to further the national security or foreign policy interests of the United States. 

g. This provision must be included in all subawards under this award. 

[END OF PROVISION]

M9. RESERVED


M.10 ENHANCEMENT OF GRANTEE EMPLOYEE WHISTLEBLOWER PROTECTIONS (DECEMBER 2022)

The requirement to comply with and inform all employees of the "Pilot Program for Enhancement of Contractor Employee Whistleblower Protections" is retroactively effective for all assistance awards and subawards (including subcontracts) issued beginning July 1, 2013.

The Recipient must:

1. Inform its employees working under this award in the predominant native language of the workforce that they are afforded the employee whistleblower rights and protections provided under 41 U.S.C. § 4712; and

2. Include such requirement in any subaward or subcontract made under this award.

41 U.S.C. § 4712 states that an employee of a Grantee may not be discharged, demoted, or otherwise discriminated against as a reprisal for "whistleblowing." In addition, whistleblower protections cannot be waived by any agreement, policy, form, or condition of employment.

Whistleblowing is defined as making a disclosure "that the employee reasonably believes" is evidence of any of the following:

· Gross mismanagement of a Federal contract or grant;

· A gross waste of Federal funds;

· An abuse of authority relating to a Federal contract or grant;

· A substantial and specific danger to public health or safety; or

· A violation of law, rule, or regulation related to a Federal contract or grant (including the competition for, or negotiation of, a contract or grant).

To qualify under the statute, the employee's disclosure must be made to:

· A Member of the U.S. Congress, or a representative of a U.S. Congressional Committee;

· A cognizant U.S. Inspector General;

· The U.S. Government Accountability Office;

· A Federal employee responsible for contract or grant oversight or management at the relevant agency;

· A U.S. court or grand jury; or,

· A management official or other employee of the Recipient who has the responsibility to investigate, discover, or address misconduct.

[END OF PROVISION]

M11. SUBMISSION OF DATASETS TO THE DEVELOPMENT DATA LIBRARY (OCTOBER 2014)

a. Definitions. For the purpose of submissions to the DDL:

1) “Dataset” is an organized collection of structured data, including data contained in spreadsheets, whether presented in tabular or non-tabular form. For example, a Dataset may represent a single spreadsheet, an extensible mark-up language (XML) file, a geospatial data file, or an organized collection of these. This requirement does not apply to aggregated performance reporting data that the recipient submits directly to a USAID portfolio management system or to unstructured data, such as email messages, PDF files, PowerPoint presentations, word processing documents, photos and graphic images, audio files, collaboration software, and instant messages. Neither does the requirement apply to the recipient’s information that is incidental to award administration, such as financial, administrative, cost or pricing, or management information. Datasets submitted to the DDL will generally be those generated with USAID resources and created in support of Intellectual Work that is uploaded to the Development Experience Clearinghouse (DEC) (See M1. SUBMISSIONS TO THE DEVELOPMENT EXPERIENCE CLEARINGHOUSE AND DATA RIGHTS (JUNE 2012).

2) “Intellectual Work” includes all works that document the implementation, monitoring, evaluation, and results of international development assistance activities developed or acquired under this award, which may include program and communications materials, evaluations and assessments, information products, research and technical reports, progress and performance reports required under this award (excluding administrative financial information), and other reports, articles and papers prepared by the recipient under the award, whether published or not. The term does not include the recipient’s information that is incidental to award administration, such as financial, administrative, cost or pricing, or management information.

b. Submissions to the Development Data Library (DDL)

1) The recipient must submit to the Development Data Library (DDL) at www.usaid.gov/data, in a machine-readable, non-proprietary format, a copy of any Dataset created or obtained in performance of this award, including Datasets produced by a subawardee or a contractor at any tier. The submission must include supporting documentation describing the Dataset, such as code books, data dictionaries, data gathering tools, notes on data quality, and explanations of redactions. 

2) Unless otherwise directed by the Agreement Officer (AO) or the Agreement Officer Representative (AOR), the recipient must submit the Dataset and supporting documentation to the DDL within thirty (30) calendar days after the Dataset is first used to produce an Intellectual Work or is of sufficient quality to produce an Intellectual Work. Within thirty (30) calendar days after award completion, the recipient must submit to the DDL any Datasets and supporting documentation that have not previously been submitted to the DDL, along with an index of all Datasets and Intellectual Work created or obtained under the award. The recipient must also provide to the AOR an itemized list of any and all DDL submissions. 



The recipient is not required to submit the data to the DDL, when, in accordance with the terms and conditions of this award, Datasets containing results of federally funded scientific research are submitted to a publicly accessible research database. However, the recipient must submit a notice to the DDL by following the instructions at www.usaid.gov/data, with a copy to the agreement officer representative, providing details on where and how to access the data. The direct results of federally funded scientific research must be reported no later than when the data are ready to be submitted to a peer-reviewed journal for publication, or no later than five calendar days prior to the conclusion of the award, whichever occurs earlier.



3) The recipient must submit the Datasets following the submission instructions and acceptable formats found at www.usaid.gov/data.

4) The recipient must ensure that any Dataset submitted to the DDL does not contain any proprietary or personally identifiable information, such as social security numbers, home addresses, and dates of birth. Such information must be removed prior to submission. 

5) The recipient must not submit classified data to the DDL.

[END OF PROVISION]






M12. PROHIBITION ON REQUIRING CERTAIN INTERNAL CONFIDENTIALITY AGREEMENTS OR STATEMENTS (MAY 2017)

a. Definitions.

“Contract” has the meaning given in 2 CFR Part 200. 

“Contractor” means an entity that receives a contract as defined in 2 CFR Part 200.

“Internal confidentiality agreement or statement” means a confidentiality agreement or any other written statement that the recipient requires any of its employees or subrecipients to sign regarding nondisclosure of recipient information, except that it does not include confidentiality agreements arising out of civil litigation or confidentiality agreements that recipient employees or subrecipients sign at the behest of a Federal agency.

“Subaward” has the meaning given in 2 CFR Part 200.

“Subrecipient” has the meaning given in 2 CFR Part 200.

b. The recipient must not require its employees, subrecipients, or contractors to sign or comply with internal confidentiality agreements or statements that prohibit or otherwise restrict employees, subrecipients, or contractors from lawfully reporting waste, fraud, or abuse related to the performance of a Federal award to a designated investigative or law enforcement representative of a Federal department or agency authorized to receive such information (for example, the Agency Office of the Inspector General).

c. The recipient must notify current employees and subrecipients that prohibitions and restrictions of any preexisting internal confidentiality agreements or statements covered by this provision, to the extent that such prohibitions and restrictions are inconsistent with the prohibitions of this provision, are no longer in effect.

d. The prohibition in paragraph (b) of this provision does not contravene the requirements applicable to Standard Form 312 (Classified Information Nondisclosure Agreement), Form 4414 (Sensitive Compartmented Information Nondisclosure Agreement), or any other form issued by a Federal department or agency governing the nondisclosure of classified information.

e. In accordance with section 743 of Division E, Title VII, of the Consolidated and Further Continuing Appropriations Act, 2015, (Pub. L. 113-235), and its successor provisions in subsequent appropriations acts (and as extended in continuing resolutions) use of funds appropriated (or otherwise made available) is prohibited, if the Government determines that the recipient is not in compliance with the requirements of this provision. 

f. The recipient must include the substance of this provision, including this paragraph (f), in subawards and contracts under such awards.

[END OF PROVISION]

M13. CHILD SAFEGUARDING (JUNE 2015) 

a. Because the activities to be funded under this award may involve children, or personnel engaged in the implementation of the award may come into contact with children, these activities could raise the risk of child abuse, exploitation, or neglect within USAID-funded programs. The organization agrees to abide by the following child safeguarding core principles:

1) Ensure compliance with host country and local child welfare and protection legislation or international standards, whichever gives greater protection, and with U.S. law where applicable;

2) Prohibit all personnel from engaging in child abuse, exploitation, or neglect; 

3) Consider child safeguarding in project planning and implementation to determine potential risks to children that are associated with project activities and operations;

4) Apply measures to reduce the risk of child abuse, exploitation, or neglect, including, but not limited to, limiting unsupervised interactions with children; prohibiting exposure to pornography; and complying with applicable laws, regulations, or customs regarding the photographing, filming, or other image-generating activities of children;

5) Promote child-safe screening procedures for personnel, particularly personnel whose work brings them in direct contact with children; and 

6) Have a procedure for ensuring that personnel and others recognize child abuse, exploitation, or neglect; mandating that personnel and others report allegations; investigating and managing allegations; and taking appropriate action in response to such allegations, including, but not limited to, dismissal of personnel. 

b. The organization must also include in their code of conduct for all personnel implementing USAID-funded activities the child safeguarding principles in (a) (1) through (6).

c. The following definitions apply for purposes of this provision:

1) Child: A child or children are defined as persons who have not attained 18 years of age.

2) Child abuse, exploitation, or neglect: Constitutes any form of physical abuse; emotional ill-treatment; sexual abuse; neglect or insufficient supervision; trafficking; or commercial, transactional, labor, or other exploitation resulting in actual or potential harm to the child’s health, well-being, survival, development, or dignity. It includes, but is not limited to: any act or failure to act which results in death, serious physical or emotional harm to a child, or an act or failure to act which presents an imminent risk of serious harm to a child. 

3) Physical abuse: Constitutes acts or failures to act resulting in injury (not necessarily visible), unnecessary or unjustified pain or suffering without causing injury, harm or risk of harm to a child’s health or welfare, or death. Such acts may include, but are not limited to: punching, beating, kicking, biting, shaking, throwing, stabbing, choking, or hitting (regardless of object used), or burning. These acts are considered abuse regardless of whether they were intended to hurt the child.

4) Sexual Abuse: Constitutes fondling a child's genitals, penetration, incest, rape, sodomy, indecent exposure, and exploitation through prostitution or the production of pornographic materials.

5) Emotional abuse or ill treatment: Constitutes injury to the psychological capacity or emotional stability of the child caused by acts, threats of acts, or coercive tactics. Emotional abuse may include, but is not limited to: humiliation, control, isolation, withholding of information, or any other deliberate activity that makes the child feel diminished or embarrassed.

6) Exploitation: Constitutes the abuse of a child where some form of remuneration is involved or whereby the perpetrators benefit in some manner. Exploitation represents a form of coercion and violence that is detrimental to the child’s physical or mental health, development, education, or well-being.

7) Neglect: Constitutes failure to provide for a child's basic needs within USAID-funded activities that are responsible for the care of a child in the absence of the child's parent or guardian. 

d. The recipient must insert the provisions in (a) and (b) in all subawards under this award.

[END OF PROVISION]

M14. MANDATORY DISCLOSURES (DECEMBER 2022) 

Consistent with 2 CFR §200.113, applicants and recipients must disclose, in a timely manner, in writing to the USAID Office of the Inspector General, with a copy to the cognizant Agreement Officer, all violations of Federal criminal law involving fraud, bribery, or gratuity violations potentially affecting the Federal award. Subrecipients and contractors must disclose, in a timely manner, in writing to the USAID Office of the Inspector General and to the prime recipient (pass through entity) all violations of Federal criminal law involving fraud, bribery, or gratuity violations potentially affecting the Federal award.

Disclosures must be sent to:

U.S. Agency for International Development

Office of the Inspector General

P.O. Box 657

Washington, DC 20044-0657

Phone: 1-800-230-6539 or 202-712-1023

 Email: ig.hotline@usaid.gov

URL: https://oig.usaid.gov/content/usaid-contractor-reporting-form.



Failure to make required disclosures can result in any of the remedies described in 2 CFR §200.339 Remedies for noncompliance, including suspension or debarment (See 2 CFR 180, 2 CFR 780 and 31 U.S.C. 3321).

The recipient must include this mandatory disclosure requirement in all subawards and contracts under this award.

[END OF PROVISION]



M15. NONDISCRIMINATION AGAINST BENEFICIARIES (NOVEMBER 2016).

a. USAID policy requires that the recipient not discriminate against any beneficiaries in implementation of this award, such as, but not limited to, by withholding, adversely impacting, or denying equitable access to the benefits provided through this award on the basis of any factor not expressly stated in the award. This includes, for example, race, color, religion, sex (including gender identity, sexual orientation, and pregnancy), national origin, disability, age, genetic information, marital status, parental status, political affiliation, or veteran's status. Nothing in this provision is intended to limit the ability of the recipient to target activities toward the assistance needs of certain populations as defined in the award.

b. The recipient must insert this provision, including this paragraph, in all subawards and contracts under this award.

[END OF PROVISION]



M16. CONFLICT OF INTEREST (AUGUST 2018)

a. A conflict of interest in the award, administration, or monitoring of subawards arises when the employee, officer, or agent, any member of his or her immediate family, his or her partner, or an organization which employs or is about to employ any of these parties, has a financial or other interest in or a tangible personal benefit from a non-federal entity considered for a subaward. The officers, employees, and agents of the non-federal entity may neither solicit nor accept gratuities, favors, or anything of monetary value from subrecipients or parties to subawards. However, pass-through entities may set standards for situations in which the financial interest is not substantial or the gift is an unsolicited item of nominal value. The standards of conduct must provide for disciplinary actions to be applied for violations of such standards by officers, employees, or agents of the pass-through entity.

b. The recipient must maintain written standards of conduct covering conflicts of interest and governing the actions of its employees engaged in the selection, award, and administration of subawards. The recipient safeguards to prohibit employees from using their positions for a purpose that constitutes or presents the appearance of personal or organizational conflict of interest, or personal gain.

c. The non-federal entity must also maintain written standards of conduct covering organizational conflicts of interest. Organizational conflicts of interest means that because of relationships with a parent company, affiliate, or subsidiary organization, the non-federal entity is unable or appears to be unable to be impartial in conducting a subaward action involving a related organization.

d. The recipient must have a system or systems in place to address, resolve, and disclose to USAID any conflicts of interest as described in this provision that affect any subaward regardless of the amount funded under this award. 

e. The recipient must disclose any conflict of interest and the recipient’s approach for resolving the conflict of interest to the cognizant Agreement Officer for the award within 10 calendar days of the discovery of the conflict of interest.

f. Upon notice from the recipient of a potential conflict of interest and the approach for resolving it, the Agreement Officer will make a determination regarding the effectiveness of the recipient’s actions to resolve the conflict of interest within 30 days of receipt of the recipient’s notice, unless the Agreement Officer advises the recipient that a longer period is necessary.

g. The recipient cannot request payment from USAID for costs for transactions subject to the conflict of interest pending notification of USAID’s determination. Failure to disclose a conflict of interest may result in cost disallowances.

h. For conflicts of interest, including organizational conflicts of interest, involving contracts, the recipient must follow 2 CFR 200.318, general procurement standards.

i. The recipient must insert the substance of this provision, including paragraph (i), in all subawards under this award, at any subaward tier.

[END OF PROVISION]



M17. EXCHANGE VISITORS VISA REQUIREMENTS (DECEMBER 2022) 

For any Exchange Visitor Invitational Travel activities, the recipient must comply with this provision (see ADS 252 for more information on USAID’s policies and internal procedures for Exchange Visitor visa requirements). 

a. Definitions: 

An Exchange Visitor (EV) is any foreign national who is traveling to or is already in the United States as a beneficiary (not provider) of USAID development assistance for any purpose, including invitational travel, and is financed in whole or in part, directly or indirectly, by USAID. All USAID-sponsored EVs must obtain, use, and abide by the terms of the J-1 visa exclusively even if they already have a valid nonimmigrant visa (e.g., B-1/B-2). All Individuals traveling under Invitational Travel (see ADS 522) must also travel on a J-1 visa as a USAID-sponsored EV. Foreign government officials and their immediate family members who qualify for an A diplomatic visa having recognized diplomatic titles, privileges, and immunities are not included in this definition. 



Training and Exchanges Automated Management System (TEAMS) is USAID’s data system for the reporting of information on all USAID Exchange Visitor activities. TEAMS is USAID’s single repository of EV data. TEAMS is a web-based application that helps Missions, contractors, recipients, and contractor/recipient systems at various locations to collaborate in approving and reporting EVs. The system serves as USAID’s data interface with the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS). 



b. Visa Compliance Requirement: In accordance with 22 C.F.R. Part 62, the Department of State has designated USAID as a sponsor for exchange visitor programs. This award constitutes the written agreement between the recipient and USAID that authorizes the recipient to act on behalf of USAID in the conduct of any exchange visitor activities in the Program Description of this award. The recipient must ensure that any EV-sponsored under the award must obtain, use, and abide by the terms of the J-1 visa even if the EV already has a valid nonimmigrant visa (e.g., B-1/B-2).



Any exception to the requirement for an EV to obtain, use, and abide by a J-1 visa must be approved by the Mission Director or USAID/W Office Director in accordance with the procedures in ADS 252.



c. Program Monitoring and Data Reporting: The recipient must monitor EVs’ progress during their program and ensure that problems are identified and resolved quickly. The Agreement Officer’s Representative (AOR) will arrange for the TEAMS helpdesk (TEAMS@usaid.gov) to provide the recipient with access to and instructions for using USAID’s TEAMS, where the recipient will report and manage EV data. 



d. Health and Accident Insurance: The recipient must enroll EVs in health and accident insurance coverage that meets or exceeds Department of State and USAID minimum coverage requirements as set forth in 22 CFR 62.14 and ADS 252 Visa Compliance for Exchange Visitors. Any dependent(s) must provide proof of health insurance. 



e. Immigration Requirements: The recipient must ensure that all EVs obtain, use, and comply with the terms of the J-1 visa, issued in conjunction with a USAID-issued Certificate of Eligibility for J-1 Visa Status (DS-2019). 



f. Language Proficiency: The recipient must verify that an EV is proficient in English if the individual will undertake a U.S.-based Exchange Visitor program that is conducted in English. Even if accompanied by an interpreter, the EV must have sufficient English language skills to understand and respond to basic questions at the U.S. port of entry. USAID cannot waive this external requirement of English language proficiency determination (see 22 CFR 62.10(a)(2)). Language competency can be verified through a variety of means including proficiency assessments of interviews, publications, presentations, education conducted in English, and formal testing. 



g. Pre-arrival Orientation: The recipient must ensure that EVs receive pre-arrival orientation to prepare them for their trip to the United States. Pre-arrival orientation as set forth in 22 CFR 62.10(b) covers program objectives, administrative and policy review, cultural aspects, and training/learning methods, and USAID’s conditions of sponsorship. 



h. Conditions of Sponsorship: The recipient must ensure that all EVs read and sign the Conditions of Sponsorship for U.S.-Based Activities form (AID Form 252- 1). The recipient immediately must report to the Responsible Officer any known violations by EVs. The Responsible Officer is the designated official in charge of maintaining USAID’s official designation as an EV program sponsor (see ADS 252). 



i. Fly America: If applicable, the recipient must comply with the Fly America Act requirements for international air travel and transportation required for EVs and any authorized dependents under this award.

[END OF PROVISION]



M18. RESERVED 

[END OF MANDATORY PROVISIONS]

REQUIRED AS APPLICABLE STANDARD PROVISIONS FOR FIXED AMOUNT AWARDS TO NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

RAA1. RESERVED 

RAA2. UNIVERSAL ENTITY IDENTIFIER (UEI) AND SYSTEM FOR AWARD MANAGEMENT (SAM) (DECEMBER 2022)

APPLICABILITY: This provision is required in accordance with 2 CFR 25, Universal Identifier and System for Award Management. Agreement Officers (AOs) must include this provision in all assistance solicitations and all awards, unless the AO exempts an organization from compliance with the provision under one of the following: 

Exceptions. The requirements of this provision to obtain a Unique Entity Identifier and maintain a current registration in the System for Award Management (SAM) do not apply to: 

(1) Awards to individuals. 

(2) Awards less than $25,000, with no anticipated subawards, to foreign organizations to be performed outside the United States when the AO makes a determination on a case-by-case basis using a risk-based approach that registration is impracticable. 

(3) Awards where the USAID Assistant Administrator or Mission Director determines, in writing, that the Agency must protect entity information from disclosure due to national security or foreign policy interests of the United States or that these requirements would cause personal safety concerns.



UNIVERSAL ENTITY IDENTIFIER (UEI) AND SYSTEM FOR AWARD MANAGEMENT (SAM) (DECEMBER 2022)

a. Requirement for System for Award Management (SAM). Unless exempted from this requirement under 2 CFR 25.110, the recipient must maintain current information in the SAM. This includes information about the recipient’s immediate and highest level owner and subsidiaries, as well as on all of its predecessors that have been awarded a Federal contract or Federal financial assistance within the last three years, if applicable, until the recipient submits the final financial report required under this Federal award or receive the final payment, whichever is later. The recipient must review and update the information at least annually after the initial registration, and more frequently, if required by changes in its information or another Federal award term.

b. Requirement for Unique Entity Identifier. If authorized to make subawards under this Federal award, the recipient:

1. Must notify potential subrecipients that no entity (see definition in paragraph c. of this award term) may receive a subaward under this award until the entity has provided its Unique Entity Identifier.

2. May not make a subaward to an entity unless the entity has provided its Unique Entity Identifier to the recipient. Subrecipients are not required to obtain an active SAM registration but must obtain a Unique Entity Identifier.

c. Definitions. For purposes of this term:’

1. System for Award Management (SAM) means the Federal repository into which a recipient must provide information required for the conduct of business as a recipient. Additional information about registration procedures may be found at the SAM Internet site (currently at https://www.sam.gov).

2. Unique Entity Identifier means the identifier assigned by SAM to uniquely identify business entities.

3. Entity includes non-Federal entities as defined a 2 CFR 200.1 and also includes all of the following, for purposes of this part:

a. A foreign organization;

b. A foreign public entity;

c. A domestic for-profit organization; and

d. A Federal agency.

4. Subaward has the meaning given in 2 CFR 200.1. 

5. Subrecipient has the meaning given in 2 CFR 200.1. 

d. Exception for subawards. The requirements of this provision to obtain a Unique Entity Identifier and maintain a current registration in the SAM do not apply at the subaward level, to:

1. Awards to individuals

2. Awards less than $25,000, with no anticipated subawards, to foreign organizations to be performed outside the United States when the AO makes a determination on a case-by-case basis using a risk-based approach that registration is impracticable.

3. Awards where the USAID Assistant Administrator or Mission Director determines, in writing, that the Agency must protect entity information from disclosure due to national security or foreign policy interests of the United States or that these requirements would cause personal safety concerns.

e. This provision does not need to be included in subawards.

[END OF PROVISION]



RAA3.RESERVED



RAA4. USAID ELIGIBILITY RULES FOR PROCUREMENT OF COMMODITIES AND SERVICES (MAY 2020)

This provision is only applicable when specific goods or services are listed as or in milestones. 

a. Ineligible and Restricted Commodities and Services:

1. Ineligible Commodities and Services. The recipient must not, under any circumstances, procure any of the following under this award: 

i. Military equipment, 

ii. Surveillance equipment, 

iii. Commodities and services for support of police or other law enforcement activities, 

iv. Abortion equipment and services, 

v. Luxury goods and gambling equipment, or 

vi. Weather modification equipment. 

2. Ineligible Suppliers. Any firms or individuals that do not comply with the requirements in Standard Provision, “Debarment and Suspension” and Standard Provision, “Preventing Transactions with, or the Provision of Resources or Support to, Sanctioned Groups and Individuals” must not be used to provide any commodities or services funded under this award. 

3. Restricted Commodities. The recipient must obtain prior written approval of the Agreement Officer (AO) or comply with required procedures under an applicable waiver, as provided by the AO when procuring any of the following commodities:

i. Agricultural commodities, 

ii. Motor vehicles, 

iii. Pharmaceuticals, 

iv. Pesticides, 

v. Used equipment, 

vi. U.S. Government-owned excess property, or 

vii. Fertilizer. 

b. Source and Nationality:

 Except as may be specifically approved in advance by the AO, all commodities and services that will be reimbursed by USAID under this award must be from the authorized geographic code specified in this award and must meet the source and nationality requirements set forth in 22 CFR 228. If the geographic code is not specified, the authorized geographic code is 937. When the total value of procurement for commodities and services during the life of this award is valued at $250,000 or less, the authorized geographic code for procurement of all goods and services to be reimbursed under this award is code 935. For a current list of countries within each geographic code, see: http://www.usaid.gov/ads/policy/300/310.

c. Guidance on the eligibility of specific commodities and services may be obtained from the AO. If USAID determines that the recipient has procured any commodities or services under this award contrary to the requirements of this provision, and has received payment for such purposes, the AO may require the recipient to refund the entire amount of the purchase. 

d. This provision must be included in all subagreements, including subawards and contracts, which include procurement of the commodities or services specifically listed as or in milestones.

[END OF PROVISION]



RAA5. FLY AMERICA ACT RESTRICTIONS (AUGUST 2013)

APPLICABILITY: This provision is only applicable when international travel is listed as or in a milestone.

FLY AMERICA ACT RESTRICTIONS (AUGUST 2013)

a. The recipient must use U.S. Flag Air Carriers for all international air transportation (including personal effects) funded by this award pursuant to the Fly America Act and its implementing regulations to the extent service by such carriers is available. 

b. In the event that the recipient selects a carrier other than a U.S. Flag Air Carrier for international air transportation, in order for the costs of such international air transportation to be allowable, the recipient must document such transportation in accordance with this provision and maintain such documentation in accordance with the record retention requirements of this award. The documentation must use one of the following reasons or other exception under the Fly America Act: 

1. The recipient uses a European Union (EU) flag air carrier, which is an airline operating from an EU country that has signed the US-EU “Open Skies” agreement (http://www.state.gov/e/eb/rls/othr/ata/i/ic/170684.htm).

2. Travel to or from one of the following countries on an airline of that country when no city pair fare is in effect for that leg (see http://apps.fas.gsa.gov/citypairs/search/):

a. Australia on an Australian airline,

b. Switzerland on a Swiss airline, or

c. Japan on a Japanese airline;

3. Only for a particular leg of a route on which no US Flag Air Carrier \provides service on that route;

4. For a trip of 3 hours or less, the use of a US Flag Air Carrier at least doubles the travel time;

5. If the US Flag Air Carrier offers direct service, use of the US Flag Air Carrier would increase the travel time by more than 24 hours; or

6. If the US Flag Air Carrier does not offer direct service, 

a. Use of the US Flag Air Carrier increases the number of aircraft changes by 2 or more, 

b. Use of the US Flag Air Carrier extends travel time by 6 hours or more, or

c. Use of the US Flag Air Carrier requires a layover at an overseas interchange of 4 hours or more.

c. DEFINITIONS

The terms used in this provision have the following meanings: 

1) “International air transportation" means international air travel by individuals (and their personal effects) or transportation of cargo by air between a place in the United States and a place outside thereof, or between two places both of which are outside the United States. 

2) "U.S. Flag Air Carrier" means an air carrier on the list issued by the U.S. Department of Transportation at http://ostpxweb.dot.gov/aviation/certific/certlist.htm. U.S. Flag Air Carrier service also includes service provided under a code share agreement with another air carrier when the ticket, or documentation for an electronic ticket, identifies the U.S. flag air carrier's designator code and flight number.

3) For this provision, the term "United States" includes the fifty states, Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, possessions of the United States, and the District of Columbia.

d. SUBAWARDS AND CONTRACTS

This provision must be included in all subawards and contracts, under which this award will finance international air transportation.

[END OF PROVISION]



RAA6. OCEAN SHIPMENT OF GOODS (JUNE 2012) 

APPLICABILITY: This provision is only applicable for awards in which the recipient contracts for ocean transportation for goods purchased or financed with USAID funds and such goods are listed in or as milestones. In accordance with 22 CFR 228.21, ocean transportation shipments are subject to the provisions of 46 CFR Part 381.

OCEAN SHIPMENT OF GOODS (JUNE 2012)

a. Prior to contracting for ocean transportation to ship goods purchased or financed with USAID funds under this award, the recipient must contact the office below to determine the flag and class of vessel to be used for shipment:

U.S. Agency for International Development,

Office of Acquisition and Assistance, Transportation Division

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

USAID Annex

Washington, DC 20523-7900

Email: oceantransportation@usaid.gov

b. This provision must be included in all subagreements, including subwards and contracts.

[END OF PROVISION]



RAA7. REPORTING HOST GOVERNMENT TAXES (DECEMBER 2022)

APPLICABILITY: This provision is only applicable if a host country tax may possibly be charged on items specifically listed as or in milestones in awards fully or partially funded with funds appropriated under titles III through VI of the current Department of State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs Appropriations Act (SFOAA) and prior Acts making appropriations for such purposes and the award is to be performed wholly or partly in a foreign country. It is not applicable when there will be no commodity transactions in a foreign country over the amount of $500. 

Please insert address and point of contact at the Embassy, Mission, or M/CFO/CMP as appropriate under section (b) of this provision.

REPORTING HOST GOVERNMENT TAXES (DECEMBER 2022)

a. Definitions. As used in this provision—

· Foreign government includes any foreign governmental entity. 

· Foreign taxes include value-added taxes and customs duties but not individual income taxes assessed to local staff. 

· Local Staff means Cooperating Country National employees.



b. Annual Report 

1) The recipient must submit a report detailing foreign taxes assessed under this award the prior U.S. government fiscal year. The report must be submitted annually by April 16. 

2) A report is required even if the recipient did not pay any foreign taxes during the reporting period. A cumulative report may be provided if the recipient is performing more than one award in the foreign country.

c. Contents of report. The report must contain: 

1) Recipient name. 

2) Contact name with phone number and email address. 

3) Award number(s). 

4) the total amount of value-added taxes and customs duties (but not sales taxes) assessed by the host government (or any entity thereof) on purchases in excess of $500 per transaction of supplies, materials, goods or equipment, during the 12 months ending on the preceding September 30, using funds provided under this contract/agreement. 

5) Any reimbursements of foreign taxes received by the recipient on the taxes in paragraph (c)(4) of this provision received through the date of the report. 

d. Submission of report. The recipient must submit the report to: [Agreement Officer must insert Address and point of contact at the Embassy or Mission in the country in which the award will be performed, or CFO/CMP for USAID/W-issued awards, as appropriate], with a copy to the Agreement Officer’s Representative. 

e. Subawards and contracts. The recipient must include this reporting requirement in all subawards and contracts issued under this award. The recipient shall collect and incorporate into the recipient’s report all information received from subawardees and contractors pursuant to this provision.

[END OF PROVISION]



RAA8. PATENT RIGHTS (DECEMBER 2022)

APPLICABILITY: This provision is applicable whenever the agreement finances research activities, or patentable processes or practices.

PATENT RIGHTS (JUNE 2012)

a. Patent Rights 

1) Allocation of Principal Patent Rights. The recipient may retain the entire right, title, and interest throughout the world to each subject invention, subject to this provision. With respect to any subject invention in which the recipient retains title, the U.S. Government must have a nonexclusive, nontransferable, irrevocable, paid-up license to practice or have practiced for or on behalf of the U.S. Government the subject invention throughout the world, and to sublicense others to do the same. The recipient agrees to include, within the specification of any United States patent application and any patent issuing thereon covering a subject invention, the following statement: "This invention was made with U.S. Government support under (identify the agreement awarded by USAID). The U.S. Government has certain rights in this invention."

2) Definitions. For purposes of this provision, the following terms will have the following meaning:

i. “Invention” means any invention or discovery which is or may be patentable or otherwise protectable under Title 35 of the United States Code.

ii. “Subject invention” means any invention of the recipient conceived or first actually reduced to practice in the performance of work under this award.

3) The recipient must disclose each subject invention to the National Institute of Standards & Technology (NIST) iEdison Patent Reporting and Tracking System (http://www.iedison.gov) within two months after the inventor discloses it in writing to recipient personnel responsible for patent matters. In addition, the recipient agrees to submit, on request, periodic reports to the Agreement Officer’s Representative, no more frequently than annually, on the utilization of a subject invention. 

4) Conditions When the U.S. Government May Obtain Title. The recipient must convey title to any subject invention to USAID, upon written request, subject to recipient’s retention of a nonexclusive, royalty-free license throughout the world, in each subject invention:

i. If the recipient fails to file a U.S. patent application or to disclose the subject invention to USAID at least 60 days prior to the statutory period for filing a patent in the United States, fails to file any non-U.S. patent applications within either ten months of the corresponding initial patent application or six months from the date permission is granted by the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks to file foreign patent applications, or elects not to retain title.

ii. In any country in which the recipient decides not to continue the prosecution of any application for, to pay the maintenance fees on, or defend in reexamination or opposition proceeding on a patent on a subject invention.

b. Subawards and Contracts: Recipient must include this the Standard Provision, suitably modified to identify the parties, in all subawards and contracts, regardless of tier, for experimental, developmental, or research work to be performed by a small business firm or nonprofit organization. The recipient must retain all rights provided for the USG in this the Standard Provision, and the recipient must not, as part of the consideration for awarding the contract or subaward, obtain more rights in the contractor's or subrecipient's subject inventions than provided in this provision.

[END OF PROVISION]



RAA9. RESERVED



RAA10. INVESTMENT PROMOTION (DECEMBER 2022)

APPLICABILITY: The following provision is when gray-area activities or investment-related activities are specifically listed as or in milestones. When applicable, see ADS 225 (see 225.3.) for more information.

INVESTMENT PROMOTION (DECEMBER 2022)

a. Except as specifically set forth in this award or otherwise authorized by USAID in writing, no funds or other support provided under this award may be used for any activity that: provides financial incentives and other assistance for U.S. companies to relocate operations abroad if it is likely to result in the loss of U.S. jobs; contributes to violations of internationally recognized workers' rights defined in 19 U.S.C. 2467(4); or provides financial incentives for entities located outside the United States to relocate or transfer jobs from the United States to other countries or provide financial incentives that would adversely affect the labor force in the United States. 

b. In the event the recipient is requested to provide services in any of the above areas or requires clarification from USAID as to whether an activity would be consistent with the limitation set forth above, the recipient must notify the Agreement Officer and provide a detailed description of the expected impact of the proposed activity. The recipient must not proceed with the activity until advised by USAID in writing that it may do so. 

c. The recipient must ensure that its employees, subrecipients, and contractors providing trade and investment support services are made aware of the restrictions set forth in this provision and must include it in all subawards and contracts.

[END OF PROVISION]



RAA11. PROTECTION OF HUMAN RESEARCH SUBJECTS (JUNE 2012)

APPLICABILITY: This provision is applicable when human subjects are involved in research financed by this award, as defined in 22 CFR 225 and ADS 200 Mandatory Reference, “Protection of Human Subjects in Research Supported by USAID.” The AO should confer with the Activity Manager to determine if any research with human subjects will be included in the award.

PROTECTION OF HUMAN RESEARCH SUBJECTS (JUNE 2012)

a. The recipient is responsible for safeguarding the rights and welfare of human subjects involved in research under this award, and must comply with the Common Federal Policy for the Protection of Human Subjects as found in Part 225 of Title 22 of the Code of Federal Regulations (22 CFR 225). 

b. The recipient must assure USAID of its compliance with the requirements set forth in 22 CFR 225 by doing one of the following:

1) Obtaining a Federal-Wide Assurance (FWA) from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Instructions on obtaining an FWA can be found on the Office of Human Research Protection Web site http://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/assurances/assurances/file/index.html; or

2) Submitting to the Agreement Officer's Representative (AOR) for USAID approval, a written assurance which includes a statement of principles governing the recipient’s responsibilities, designation of one or more Institutional Review Board (IRB), a list of the IRB members, written procedures which the IRB will follow, and written procedures for ensuring prompt reporting of unanticipated problems to the IRB; or

3) Submitting to the AOR for USAID approval, a justification memorandum asserting that research conducted outside the United States provides protections at least equivalent to those in 22 CFR 225. 

c. Definitions for the purposes of this award:

1) Research means an activity designed to test a hypothesis, permit conclusions to be drawn, and thereby to develop or to contribute to generalizable knowledge.

2) Human subject means a living individual about whom an investigator (whether professional or student) conducting research obtains (i) Data through intervention or interaction with the individual, or (ii) Identifiable private information.

3) Intervention includes both physical procedures by which data are gathered and the changes to the subject or the subject’s environment performed for research purposes.

4) Institutional Review Board means a properly constituted ethical committee which will review the research.

d. USAID staff and consultants may independently review and inspect research and research processes and procedures involving human subjects, and based on such findings, USAID may prohibit research which presents unacceptable hazards or otherwise fails to comply with USAID procedures. Informed consent documents must include the following statement:

"Subject's research records may be independently reviewed by USAID staff and consultants to ensure compliance with USAID requirements for protection of human research subjects."

[END OF PROVISION]



RAA12. STATEMENT FOR IMPLEMENTERS OF ANTI-TRAFFICKING ACTIVITIES ON LACK OF SUPPORT FOR PROSTITUTION (JUNE 2012)

Applicability: This provision must be included in any award that 

1) uses funds made available to carry out Division A of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, P.L. 106-386; and

2) covers a program that targets victims of severe forms of trafficking in persons (as defined below) and provides services to individuals while they are still engaged in activities that resulted from such victims being trafficked. 

“Severe forms of trafficking in persons” means

1) sex trafficking in which a commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or coercion, or in which the person induced to perform such act has not attained 18 years of age; or

2) the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for labor or services, through the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of subjection to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery.

STATEMENT FOR IMPLEMENTERS OF ANTI-TRAFFICKING ACTIVITIES ON LACK OF SUPPORT FOR PROSTITUTION (JUNE 2012)

By accepting this award, the recipient hereby states that it does not promote, support, or advocate the legalization or practice of prostitution. This statement may be true by virtue of the organization’s lack of any policy regarding the issue. 

[END OF PROVISION]



RAA13. ELIGIBILITY OF SUBRECIPIENTS OF ANTI-TRAFFICKING FUNDS (JUNE 2012)

APPLICABILITY: This provision must be included in any award that uses funds made available to carry out the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, Division A of P.L. 106-386, for a program that targets victims of severe forms of trafficking in persons. “Severe forms of trafficking in persons” means

1) sex trafficking in which a commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or coercion, or in which the person induced to perform such act has not attained 18 years of age; or

2) the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for labor or services, through the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of subjection to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery.

ELIGIBILITY OF SUBRECIPIENTS OF ANTI-TRAFFICKING FUNDS (JUNE 2012)

The recipient must not provide funds made available to carry out this award to any organization that has not stated in either a grant application, a grant agreement, or both, that it does not promote, support, or advocate the legalization or practice of prostitution. Such a statement is not required, however, if the sub-recipient organization provides services to individuals solely after they are no longer engaged in activities that resulted from such victims being trafficked. If required, the sub-recipient organization’s statement may be true by virtue of the organization’s lack of any policy regarding the issue.

[END OF PROVISION]



RAA14. PROHIBITION ON THE USE OF ANTI-TRAFFICKING FUNDS TO PROMOTE, SUPPORT, OR ADVOCATE FOR THE LEGALIZATION OR PRACTICE OF PROSTITUTION (JUNE 2012)

APPLICABILITY: This provision must be included in any award that uses funds made available specifically under the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, Division A of  P.L. 106-386.

PROHIBITION ON THE USE OF ANTI-TRAFFICKING FUNDS TO PROMOTE, SUPPORT, OR ADVOCATE FOR THE LEGALIZATION OR PRACTICE OF PROSTITUTION (JUNE 2012)

None of the funds made available under this award may be used to promote, support, or advocate the legalization or practice of prostitution. However, this prohibition does not preclude assistance designed to ameliorate the suffering of, or health risks to, victims while they are being trafficked or after they are out of the situation that resulted in such victims being trafficked. The recipient must insert this provision in all subagreements under this award.

[END OF PROVISION]



RAA15. VOLUNTARY POPULATION PLANNING ACTIVITIES – SUPPLEMENTAL REQUIREMENTS (JANUARY 2009) 

APPLICABLITY: This provision is applicable to all awards involving any aspect of voluntary population planning activities.

VOLUNTARY POPULATION PLANNING ACTIVITIES – SUPPLEMENTAL REQUIREMENTS (JANUARY 2009)

a. Voluntary Participation and Family Planning Methods:

1) The recipient agrees to take any steps necessary to ensure that funds made available under this award will not be used to coerce any individual to practice methods of family planning inconsistent with such individual's moral, philosophical, or religious beliefs. Further, the recipient agrees to conduct its activities in a manner which safeguards the rights, health, and welfare of all individuals who take part in the program.

2) Activities which provide family planning services or information to individuals, financed, in whole or in part, under this award, must provide a broad range of family planning methods and services available in the country in which the activity is conducted or must provide information to such individuals regarding where such methods and services may be obtained.

b. Requirements for Voluntary Family Planning Projects

1) A family planning project must comply with the requirements of this paragraph.

2) A project is a discrete activity through which a governmental or nongovernmental organization or Public International Organization (PIO) provides family planning services to people and for which funds obligated under this award, or goods or services financed with such funds, are provided under this award, except funds solely for the participation of personnel in short-term, widely attended training conferences or programs.

3) Service providers and referral agents in the project must not implement or be subject to quotas or other numerical targets of total number of births, number of family planning acceptors, or acceptors of a particular method of family planning. Quantitative estimates or indicators of the number of births, acceptors, and acceptors of a particular method that are used for the purpose of budgeting, planning, or reporting with respect to the project are not quotas or targets under this paragraph, unless service providers or referral agents in the project are required to achieve the estimates or indicators.

4) The project must not include the payment of incentives, bribes, gratuities or financial rewards to (i) any individual in exchange for becoming a family planning acceptor, or (ii) any personnel performing functions under the project for achieving a numerical quota or target of total number of births, number of family planning acceptors, or acceptors of a particular method of contraception. This restriction applies to salaries or payments paid or made to personnel performing functions under the project if the amount of the salary or payment increases or decreases based on a predetermined number of births, number of family planning acceptors, or number of acceptors of a particular method of contraception that the personnel affect or achieve. 

5) A person must not be denied any right or benefit, including the right of access to participate in any program of general welfare or health care, based on the person’s decision not to accept family planning services offered by the project.

6) The project must provide family planning acceptors comprehensible information about the health benefits and risks of the method chosen, including those conditions that might render the use of the method inadvisable and those adverse side effects known to be consequent to the use of the method. This requirement may be satisfied by providing information in accordance with the medical practices and standards and health conditions in the country where the project is conducted through counseling, brochures, posters, or package inserts.

7) The project must ensure that experimental contraceptive drugs and devices and medical procedures are provided only in the context of a scientific study in which participants are advised of potential risks and benefits.

8) With respect to projects for which USAID provides, or finances the contribution of, contraceptive commodities or technical services and for which there is no subaward or contract under this award, the organization implementing a project for which such assistance is provided must agree that the project will comply with the requirements of this paragraph while using such commodities or receiving such services.

9) 

i. The recipient must notify USAID when it learns about an alleged violation in a project of the requirements of subparagraphs b.(3), b.(4), b.(5), or b.(7). 

ii. The recipient must investigate and take appropriate corrective action, if necessary, when it learns about an alleged violation in a project of subparagraph b.(6) and must notify USAID about violations in a project affecting a number of people over a period of time that indicate there is a systemic problem in the project. 

iii. The recipient must provide USAID such additional information about violations as USAID may request.

c. Additional Requirements for Voluntary Sterilization Programs

1) Funds made available under this award must not be used to pay for the performance of involuntary sterilization as a method of family planning or to coerce or provide any financial incentive to any individual to practice sterilization.

2) The recipient must ensure that any surgical sterilization procedures supported, in whole or in part, by funds from this award are performed only after the individual has voluntarily appeared at the treatment facility and has given informed consent to the sterilization procedure. Informed consent means the voluntary, knowing assent from the individual after being advised of the surgical procedures to be followed, the attendant discomforts and risks, the benefits to be expected, the availability of alternative methods of family planning, the purpose of the operation and its irreversibility, and the option to withdraw consent any time prior to the operation. An individual's consent is considered voluntary if it is based upon the exercise of free choice and is not obtained by any special inducement or any element of force, fraud, deceit, duress, or other forms of coercion or misrepresentation.

3) Further, the recipient must document the patient's informed consent by (i) a written consent document in a language the patient understands and speaks, which explains the basic elements of informed consent, as set out above, and which is signed by the individual and by the attending physician or by the authorized assistant of the attending physician; or (ii) when a patient is unable to read adequately a written certification by the attending physician or by the authorized assistant of the attending physician that the basic elements of informed consent above were orally presented to the patient, and that the patient thereafter consented to the performance of the operation. The receipt of this oral explanation must be acknowledged by the patient's mark on the certification and by the signature or mark of a witness who speaks the same language as the patient.

4) The recipient must retain copies of informed consent forms and certification documents for each voluntary sterilization for a period of three years after performance of the sterilization procedure.

d. Prohibition on Abortion-Related Activities:

1) No funds made available under this award will be used to finance, support, or be attributed to the following activities: (i) procurement or distribution of equipment intended to be used for the purpose of inducing abortions as a method of family planning; (ii) special fees or incentives to any person to coerce or motivate them to have abortions; (iii) payments to persons to perform abortions or to solicit persons to undergo abortions; (iv) information, education, training, or communication programs that seek to promote abortion as a method of family planning; and (v) lobbying for or against abortion. The term “motivate,” as it relates to family planning assistance, must not be construed to prohibit the provision, consistent with local law, of information or counseling about all pregnancy options.

2) No funds made available under this award will be used to pay for any biomedical research which relates, in whole or in part, to methods of, or the performance of, abortions or involuntary sterilizations as a means of family planning. Epidemiologic or descriptive research to assess the incidence, extent or consequences of abortions is not precluded.

e. The recipient must insert this provision in all subsequent subagreements, including subawards and contracts, involving family planning or population activities that will be supported, in whole or in part, from funds under this award.

[END OF PROVISION]



RAA16. CONSCIENCE CLAUSE IMPLEMENTATION (ASSISTANCE) (FEBRUARY 2012)

APPLICABILITY: This provision must be included in any new assistance award or amendment to an existing award (if not already incorporated into the agreement) obligating FY04 or later funds made available for HIV/AIDS activities, regardless of the program account. Further guidance is found in AAPD 14-04, Section 2.D.

CONSCIENCE CLAUSE IMPLEMENTATION (ASSISTANCE) (FEBRUARY 2012)

An organization, including a faith-based organization, that is otherwise eligible to receive funds under this agreement for HIV/AIDS prevention, treatment, or care—

a. Shall not be required, as a condition of receiving such assistance—

1) To endorse or utilize a multisectoral or comprehensive approach to combating HIV/AIDS; or

2) To endorse, utilize, make a referral to, become integrated with, or otherwise participate in any program or activity to which the organization has a religious or moral objection; and

b. Shall not be discriminated against in the solicitation or issuance of grants, contracts, or cooperative agreements for refusing to meet any requirement described in paragraph (a) above.

[END OF PROVISION]



RAA17. CONDOMS (ASSISTANCE) (SEPTEMBER 2014)

APPLICABILITY: This provision must be included in any new Request for Applications (RFA) or Annual Program Statement (APS), and any new assistance award or amendment to an existing award obligating or intending to obligate (in the case of solicitations) FY04 or later funds made available for HIV/AIDS activities, regardless of the program account. 

CONDOMS (ASSISTANCE) (SEPTEMBER 2014)

Information provided about the use of condoms as part of projects or activities that are funded under this agreement shall be medically accurate and shall include the public health benefits and failure rates of such use and shall be consistent with USAID’s fact sheet entitled “USAID HIV/STI Prevention and Condoms”. This fact sheet may be accessed at: 

http://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1864/condomfactsheet.pdf. The prime recipient must flow this provision down in all subawards, procurement contracts, or subcontracts for HIV/AIDS activities.

[END OF PROVISION]



RAA18. PROHIBITION ON THE PROMOTION OR ADVOCACY OF THE LEGALIZATION OR PRACTICE OF PROSTITUTION OR SEX TRAFFICKING (ASSISTANCE) (SEPTEMBER 2014)

APPLICABILITY: This provision must be included in solicitations and any new assistance award or amendment to an existing award obligating or intending to obligate (in the case of solicitations) FY04 or later funds made available for HIV/AIDS activities, regardless of the program account. Further guidance is found in AAPD 14-04, Section 2.E.

PROHIBITION ON THE PROMOTION OR ADVOCACY OF THE LEGALIZATION OR PRACTICE OF PROSTITUTION OR SEX TRAFFICKING (ASSISTANCE) (SEPTEMBER 2014)

a. The U.S. Government is opposed to prostitution and related activities, which are inherently harmful and dehumanizing, and contribute to the phenomenon of trafficking in persons. None of the funds made available under this agreement may be used to promote or advocate the legalization or practice of prostitution or sex trafficking. Nothing in the preceding sentence shall be construed to preclude the provision to individuals of palliative care, treatment, or post-exposure pharmaceutical prophylaxis, and necessary pharmaceuticals and commodities, including test kits, condoms, and, when proven effective, microbicides.

b. (1) Except as provided in (b)(2), by accepting this award or any subaward, a non-governmental organization or public international organization awardee/subawardee agrees that it is opposed to the practices of prostitution and sex trafficking. (2) The following organizations are exempt from (b)(1): 

i. the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria; the World Health Organization; the International AIDS Vaccine Initiative; and any United Nations agency.

ii. U.S. non-governmental organization recipients/subrecipients and contractors/subcontractors.

iii. Non-U.S. contractors and subcontractors if the contract or subcontract is for commercial items and services as defined in FAR 2.101, such as pharmaceuticals, medical supplies, logistics support, data management, and freight forwarding. 

b.(3) Notwithstanding section (b)(2)(iii), not exempt from (b)(1) are non-U.S. recipients, subrecipients, contractors, and subcontractors that implement HIV/AIDS programs under this assistance award, any subaward, or procurement contract or subcontract by:

i. Providing supplies or services directly to the final populations receiving such supplies or services in host countries;

ii. Providing technical assistance and training directly to host country individuals or entities on the provision of supplies or services to the final populations receiving such supplies and services; or

iii. Providing the types of services listed in FAR 37.203(b)(1)-(6) that involve giving advice about substantive policies of a recipient, giving advice regarding the activities referenced in (i) and (ii), or making decisions or functioning in a recipient’s chain of command (e.g., providing managerial or supervisory services approving financial transactions, personnel actions).

c. The following definitions apply for purposes of this provision:

“Commercial sex act” means any sex act on account of which anything of value is given to or received by any person. 

“Prostitution” means procuring or providing any commercial sex act and the “practice of prostitution” has the same meaning.

“Sex trafficking” means the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for the purpose of a commercial sex act (22 U.S.C. 7102(9)).

d. The recipient must insert this provision, which is a standard provision, in all subawards, procurement contracts or subcontracts for HIV/AIDS activities. (e) This provision includes express terms and conditions of the award and any violation of it shall be grounds for unilateral termination of the award by USAID prior to the end of its term.

[END OF PROVISION]



RAA19. RESERVED

RAA20. RESERVED

RAA21. RESERVED

RAA22. AWARD TERM AND CONDITION FOR RECIPIENT INTEGRITY AND PERFORMANCE MATTERS (DECEMBER 2022)

APPLICABILITY: This provision must be incorporated into awards if the total federal share of the award may include more than $500,000 over the period of performance. 

AWARD TERM AND CONDITION FOR RECIPIENT INTEGRITY AND PERFORMANCE MATTERS (DECEMBER 2022)

A. Reporting of Matters Related to Recipient Integrity and Performance

1. General Reporting Requirement

If the total value of the recipient’s currently active grants, cooperative agreements, and procurement contracts from all Federal awarding agencies exceeds $10,000,000 for any period of time during the period of performance of this Federal award, then you as the recipient during that period of time must maintain the currency of information reported to the System for Award Management (SAM) that is made available in the designated integrity and performance system (currently the Federal Awardee Performance and Integrity Information System (FAPIIS)) about civil, criminal, or administrative proceedings described in paragraph 2 of this award term and condition. This is a statutory requirement under section 872 of Public Law 110-417, as amended (41 U.S.C. 2313). As required by section 3010 of Public Law 111-212, all information posted in the designated integrity and performance system on or after April 15, 2011, except past performance reviews required for Federal procurement contracts, will be publicly available.

2. Proceedings About Which the Recipient Must Report

Submit the information required about each proceeding that:

a. Is in connection with the award or performance of a grant, cooperative agreement, or procurement contract from the Federal Government;

b. Reached its final disposition during the most recent five year period; and

c. Is one of the following:

1) A criminal proceeding that resulted in a conviction, as defined in paragraph 5 of this award term and condition;

2) A civil proceeding that resulted in a finding of fault and liability and payment of a monetary fine, penalty, reimbursement, restitution, or damages of $5,000 or more;

3) An administrative proceeding, as defined in paragraph 5. of this award term and condition, that resulted in a finding of fault and liability and the recipient’s payment of either a monetary fine or penalty of $5,000 or more or reimbursement, restitution, or damages in excess of $100,000; or 

4) Any other criminal, civil, or administrative proceeding if:

i. It could have led to an outcome described in paragraph 2.c.(1), (2), or (3) of this award term and condition; 

ii. It had a different disposition arrived at by consent or compromise with an acknowledgment of fault on the recipient’s part; and

iii. The requirement in this award term and condition to disclose information about the proceeding does not conflict with applicable laws and regulations.

3. Reporting Procedures

Enter in the SAM Entity Management area the information that SAM requires about each proceeding described in paragraph 2 of this award term and condition. The recipient does not need to submit the information a second time under assistance awards received if the recipient already provided the information through SAM because it was required to do so under Federal procurement contracts that it was awarded.

4. Reporting Frequency

During any period of time when the recipient is subject to the requirement in paragraph 1 of this award term and condition, you must report proceedings information through SAM for the most recent five year period, either to report new information about any proceeding(s) that you have not reported previously or affirm that there is no new information to report. Recipients that have Federal contract, grant, and cooperative agreement awards with a cumulative total value greater than $10,000,000 must disclose semiannually any information about the criminal, civil, and administrative proceedings.

5. Definitions

For purposes of this award term and condition:

a. Administrative proceeding means a non-judicial process that is adjudicatory in nature in order to make a determination of fault or liability (e.g., Securities and Exchange Commission Administrative proceedings, Civilian Board of Contract Appeals proceedings, and Armed Services Board of Contract Appeals proceedings). This includes proceedings at the Federal and State level but only in connection with performance of a Federal contract or grant. It does not include audits, site visits, corrective plans, or inspection of deliverables.

b. Conviction, for purposes of this award term and condition, means a judgment or conviction of a criminal offense by any court of competent jurisdiction, whether entered upon a verdict or a plea, and includes a conviction entered upon a plea of nolo contendere.

c. Total value of currently active grants, cooperative agreements, and procurement contracts includes—

1) Only the Federal share of the funding under any Federal award with a recipient cost share or match; and 

2) The value of all expected funding increments under a Federal award and options, even if not yet exercised.

B. [Reserved]

[END OF PROVISION]



RAA23. RESERVED



RAA24. PROHIBITION ON CERTAIN TELECOMMUNICATION AND VIDEO SURVEILLANCE SERVICES OR EQUIPMENT (DECEMBER 2022)

APPLICABILITY: This provision is required if the milestone, unit price, or payment at completion is for telecommunication or video surveillance services or equipment. 

PROHIBITION ON CERTAIN TELECOMMUNICATION AND VIDEO SURVEILLANCE SERVICES OR EQUIPMENT (DECEMBER 2022)

a. Except as provided in paragraph b. below, the Recipient is prohibited from using award funds to:

1) Procure or obtain;

2) Extend or renew a contract to procure or obtain; or

3) Enter into a contract (or extend or renew a contract) to procure or obtain equipment, services, or systems that use covered telecommunications equipment or services as a substantial or essential component of any system, or as critical technology as part of any system as described in 2 CFR 200.216.

b. This provision implements temporary waivers granted to USAID under Section 889(d)(2) that allow the recipient to use award funds for costs for covered telecommunications and video surveillance services or equipment incurred on or after October 1, 2022, through September 30, 2028, only if the recipient has determined that there is no available alternate eligible source for the covered telecommunications and video surveillance services or equipment

c. After September 30, 2028, in accordance with 2 CFR § 200.471 costs of all covered telecommunications and video surveillance services or equipment as specified in 2 CFR § 200.216 will be unallowable.

d. The Recipient must include this provision in all subawards and contracts issued under this award.

[END OF PROVISION]

RAA25. NEVER CONTRACT WITH THE ENEMY (NOVEMBER 2020)

APPLICABILITY: This provision is required in accordance with 2 CFR 183, Never Contract with the Enemy. AOs must include this provision in all assistance solicitations and all resulting awards expected to exceed $50,000 and that are performed outside of the United States, including U.S. territories, and that are in support of a contingency operation as defined in 2 CFR 183.35 in which members of the Armed Forces are or may become actively engaged in hostilities.

NEVER CONTRACT WITH THE ENEMY (NOVEMBER 2020)

1. Prohibition on Providing Funds to the Enemy

a) The recipient must—

1) Exercise due diligence to ensure that none of the funds, including supplies and services, received under this grant or cooperative agreement are provided directly or indirectly (including through subawards or contracts) to a person or entity who is actively opposing the United States or coalition forces involved in a contingency operation in which members of the Armed Forces are actively engaged in hostilities, which must be completed through 2 CFR 180.300 prior to issuing a subaward or contract and;

2) Terminate or void in whole or in part any subaward or contract with a person or entity listed in SAM as a prohibited or restricted source pursuant to subtitle E of Title VIII of the NDAA for FY 2015, unless the Federal awarding agency provides written approval to continue the subaward or contract.

b) The recipient may include the substance of this clause, including paragraph (a) of this clause, in subawards under this grant or cooperative agreement that have an estimated value over $50,000 and will be performed outside the United States, including its outlying areas.

c) The Federal awarding agency has the authority to terminate or void this grant or cooperative agreement, in whole or in part, if the Federal awarding agency becomes aware that the recipient failed to exercise due diligence as required by paragraph (a) of this clause or if the Federal awarding agency becomes aware that any funds received under this grant or cooperative agreement have been provided directly or indirectly to a person or entity who is actively opposing coalition forces involved in a contingency operation in which members of the Armed Forces are actively engaged in hostilities.

2. Additional Access to Recipient Records

a) In addition to any other existing examination-of-records authority, the Federal Government is authorized to examine any records of the recipient and its subawards or contracts to the extent necessary to ensure that funds, including supplies and services, available under this grant or cooperative agreement are not provided, directly or indirectly, to a person or entity that is actively opposing the United States or coalition forces involved in a contingency operation in which members of the Armed Forces are actively engaged in hostilities, except for awards awarded by the Department of Defense on or before Dec 19, 2017 that will be performed in the United States Central Command (USCENTCOM) theater of operations.

b) The substance of this clause, including this paragraph (b), must be included in subawards or contracts under this grant or cooperative agreement that have an estimated value over $50,000 and will be performed outside the United States, including its outlying areas.

[END OF PROVISION]



[END OF THE STANDARD PROVISIONS]
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ATTACHMENT D

APPLICANT PRE-AWARD QUESTIONNAIRE





		Legal Name of Organization:

		



		Address:

		



		Telephone Number(s):

		



		Website:

		



		Unique Entity Identifier Number:

		



		Name and title of individual completing this questionnaire:

		







A. Organizational Management 



		1. Type of organization:

		☐  Private Sector

☐ Local NGO

☐ International NGO



		2. Is your organization affiliated with any other organization (governmental, quasi-governmental, public or private sector)?

		☐Yes 

☐ No



		3. Can you provide copy of articles of incorporation or other documentation which substantiates the organization’s legal registration in Ghana?



If so, please state date of incorporation or legal registration:



		☐ Yes 

☐  No



		4. Organization ownership 

		☐  Single owner

☐ Family company

☒ Shareholder or investor-owned 



		5. List of organization’s owners including full names, titles, and contract information 

		



		6. Does the organization have a Board of Directors? If so, what type of board does your organization have? If not, leave blank.

		☐  Board of Trustees

☐ Executive Leadership Board

☐ other, please describe:





		7. Is your organization facing any legal action?

		☐ Yes 

☐No







B. Organizational Capacity 



		1. List management and staff resources, including full names, titles, and contract information, who will contribute substantially to the Fixed Amount Award activity.

		



		2. Do you have system in place for HR, accounting, purchasing, production, sales, and cash management? 



If yes, please provide detail. 



		☐ Yes

☐ No



		4. Does the organization have formal by-laws or a constitution? 

		☒Yes (please provide) 

☒ No









C. Financial Management



		1. How often does your organization prepare financial reports?



Please provide the latest report, if any. 

		☐ Monthly

☐ Quarterly

☐Annually

☐All of the above

☐ Other (specific)



		2. Does your organization have loans, credit, or shares outstanding?

		☐ Yes 

☐ No



		3. Does your organization currently receive, or has it received in the past, USAID or other donor/grant assistance? 

		☐ Yes (complete table below)

☐ No 









		Funding Organization

		Funding Type (grant, contract)

		Value (approximate)

		Dates (period or duration)

		Contact



		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		







D. Reference check 



Please provide 3 references, with contact number/email address, that your organization has worked with over the last 3 years.
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ATTACHMENT E

REQUIRED REPRESENTATIONS AND CERTIFICATIONS



Certifications, Assurances, Representations, and Other Statements of the Recipient



Part I – Certifications and Assurances



1. RESERVED



2. Certification Regarding Lobbying (22 CFR 227)

The undersigned certifies, to the best of their knowledge and belief, that:

1) No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the undersigned, to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with the awarding of any Federal contract, the making of any Federal Cooperative Agreement, the making of any Federal loan, the entering into of any cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment or modification of any Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement. 

2) If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with this Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, the undersigned must complete and submit Standard Form- LLL, “Disclosure of Lobbying Activities,” in accordance with its instructions.

3) The undersigned must require that the language of this certification be included in the award documents for all subawards at all tiers (including contracts, subawards, and contracts under grants, loans, and cooperative agreements) and that all subrecipients must certify and disclose accordingly. This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction was made or entered into. Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for making or entering into this transaction imposed by section 1352, title 31, United States Code. Any person who fails to file the required certification will be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.



3. Prohibition on Assistance to Drug Traffickers for Covered Countries and Individuals (ADS 206)



USAID reserves the right to direct Abt Associates to terminate this Agreement, to demand a refund or take other appropriate measures if the Grantee is found to have been convicted of a narcotics offense or to have been engaged in drug trafficking as defined in 22 CFR Part 140.



4. Certification Regarding Support to Terrorists

1) The undersigned represents, to the best of its knowledge, that:



Except as otherwise disclosed to the Abt Associates Agreement Officer in writing and included with this application, the applicant did not, within the previous three years, knowingly engage in transactions with, or provide material support or resources to, any individual or entity who was, at the time, subject to sanctions administered by the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) within the U.S. Department of Treasury pursuant to the Global Terrorism Sanctions Regulations (31 CFR Part 594), and the Foreign Terrorist Organizations Sanctions Regulations (31 CFR Part 597), or sanctions established by the United Nations Security Council, collectively, “U.S. or U.N. sanctions.” Note: Abt Associates intends to retain the information disclosed to the Agreement Officer pursuant to this paragraph in any award file and use it in determining whether to provide the applicant with an assistance award. Abt Associates will not make such information available publicly unless required by law.



2) The representation in paragraph (1) does not apply to:

a) Transactions entered into or material support and resources provided pursuant to an OFAC license; 

b) The furnishing of USAID funds, or USAID-financed commodities or other assistance, to the ultimate beneficiaries of USAID-funded humanitarian or development assistance, such as the recipients of food, non-food items, medical care, micro-enterprise loans or shelter, unless the applicant knew or had reason to believe that one or more of these beneficiaries was subject to U.S. or U.N. terrorism-related sanctions; or

c) The procurement of goods and/or services by the Recipient acquired in the ordinary course of business through contract or purchase, such as utilities, rents, office supplies, or gasoline, unless the applicant knew, or had reason to believe, that a vendor or supplier of such goods and services was subject to U.S. or U.N. sanctions.



This certification includes express terms and conditions of the award, and any violation of it will be grounds for unilateral termination of the agreement by USAID. This certification does not preclude any other remedy available.



3) For purpose of this certification:

a) “Material support and resources” means currency or monetary instruments or financial securities, financial services, lodging, training, expert advice or assistance, safehouses, false documentation or identification, communications equipment, facilities, weapons, lethal substances, explosives, personnel, transportation, and other physical assets, except medicine or religious materials.

i. “Training" means instruction or teaching designed to impart a specific skill, as opposed to general knowledge.

ii. “Expert advice or assistance" means advice or assistance derived from scientific, technical, or other specialized knowledge.

b) “Entity” means a partnership, association, corporation, or other organization, group, or subgroup.



5. RESERVED 






6. Certification of Recipient



By signing below the recipient provides certifications and assurances for (2) the Certification Regarding Lobbying, (3) the Prohibition on Assistance to Drug Traffickers for Covered Countries and Individuals (ADS 206), and (4) the Certification Regarding Terrorist Financing Implementing Executive Order 13224, above. These certifications and assurances are given in consideration of and for the purpose of obtaining any and all Federal grants, loans, contracts, property, discounts, or other Federal financial assistance extended after the date hereof to the recipient by Abt Associates on behalf of the Agency, including installment payments after such date on account of applications for Federal financial assistance which was approved before such date. The recipient recognizes and agrees that such Federal financial assistance will be extended in reliance on the representations and agreements made in these assurances, and that the Abt Associates on behalf of the United States will have the right to seek judicial enforcement of these assurances. These assurances are binding on the recipient, its successors, transferees, and assignees, and the person or persons whose signatures appear below are authorized to sign these assurances on behalf of the recipient.



		RFA No: 

		



		Application No:

		



		Application Date:

		



		Name of Recipient:

		



		Name of Responsible Officer:

		



		Title of Responsible Officer:

		



		Signature:

		



		Date:
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ATTACHMENT F

PROGRAM MONITORING PLAN TEMPLATE 

 



		USAID RING II System Strengthening Activity



		Name of Organization (Grantee)

		



		Period of Reporting

		



		Serial No.

		Activities

		Indicator

		Baseline

		Target

		Achievements

		Total Achieved



		

		

		

		

		No. WRA

		No. CU5

		No.

Males

		No. WRA

		No. CU5

		No.

Males
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Feed the Future Resilience in Northern Ghana Systems Strengthening Activity: Branding Implementation Plan and Marking Plan 

This Branding Implementation Plan and Marking Plan describes how the Contractor will deliver the message that the source of the assistance for the Feed the Future Resilience in Northern Ghana Systems Strengthening activity is from the American people. The content responds to the Branding Strategy and Section D of Contract No. 72064122C00002, aligns with the technical approach detailed in the performance work statement, and complies with the guidance for branding marking of direct contracts in Automated Directives System (ADS) 320. All costs related to the Branding Implementation Plan and Marking Plan have been incorporated into the Feed the Future Resilience in Northern Ghana Systems Strengthening budget.

1. Branding Implementation Plan

This Branding Implementation Plan describes how the activity will be communicated to partners and beneficiaries and promoted to host-country citizens. It outlines the events and materials the Contractor will use to deliver the message that the assistance is from the American people. The contents adhere to the guidance in ADS 320.3.2.2 and the Branding Strategy in the Feed the Future Resilience in Northern Ghana Systems Strengthening contract.



1.1 Positioning

In branding the work of Feed the Future Resilience in Northern Ghana Systems Strengthening activity, the Contractor will position Feed the Future’s name in each intervention to ensure that people recognize the U.S. government and the American people’s support for actions that help strengthen systems to attain measurable improvements in the nutrition and resilience of vulnerable populations in northern Ghana, particularly reproductive-aged women and children under five years old. The following are overall positioning parameters, in line with Feed the Future and USAID’s Branding Strategy for this activity:

· [bookmark: _Hlk128147614]Activity name: “Feed the Future Resilience in Northern Ghana Systems Strengthening” 

· Level of visibility: The Contractor will ensure a high level of Feed the Future and USAID visibility. The Contractor will prominently display Feed the Future and USAID’s identities on commodities or equipment; in print, audio, visual, or electronic public communications; in studies, reports, publications, websites, and promotional and informational products; and events. 

· Logo of Program: The Contractor confirms there will be no logo for this activity. The Feed the Future and USAID identity will be used to brand materials and events.




1.2 Publicizing the Activity

Target audiences: The following are illustrative audiences for communicating messages about the activity and the source of support.

Primary audience:

· Women of reproductive age and their families

· Adolescent girls and their families 

· Families with children under five in target geographies

· Front-line service providers in agriculture; health; nutrition; social protection; and/or water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) sectors in target geographies

· Government of Ghana (GOG) counterparts and officials—in agriculture, health, nutrition, social protection, and/or WASH sectors—at the regional level and at the district, subdistrict, and community levels in target geographies

Secondary audience:

· Feed the Future

· USAID

· USAID Implementing Partners

· Entities engaged through Grants under Contract (GUCs) 

· Other entities with potential to partner with the activity

· Multilateral Organizations (World Health Organization, World Bank, United Nations Agencies, etc.)

Tertiary audience:

Other audiences who may receive messages and information about Feed the Future and the American people’s support through this activity include members of the U.S. government, including the U.S. Congress, USAID field missions, other development agencies, the donor community, and members of the American public interested and/or working on related issues.



1.3 Messages and Communication Tools

Main message: Messaging will be in line with the approved activity communications plan.  Through finalization of the Communications Plan, the Contractor will work with the USAID Contracting Officer’s Representative (COR) and the Mission outreach and communications team to craft a clear, concise statement to communicate publicly the purpose and impact of the activity. 

The Contractor will also integrate Feed the Future’s message that the support is “made possible by USAID: From the American people, as part of Feed the Future, the U.S. Government’s global hunger and food security initiative.” following the guidance in the USAID Graphic Standards Manual and Partner Co-branding Guide.

Communication tools: The Contractor will use a variety of communication tools to deliver the main message and to promote the work of the activity and the support of Feed the Future and the American people. As noted in the Marking Plan, the Feed the Future and USAID graphic identities will appear prominently on printed, electronic, video, and audio materials (along with any required disclaimers and 508 compliance), when appropriate and in accordance with USAID branding guidelines in ADS 320.

The following is an illustrative, non-comprehensive list of communication tools the Contractor will use to generate awareness about the activity’s work and the support of the American people among the audiences mentioned above:

Communication Tools (In coordination with USAID)

· Reports, briefs, and other print materials

· Success stories

· Beneficiary testimonials

· Photography

· Public service announcements

· Videos

· Press releases

· Press conferences

· Media interviews

· Webcasts, e-invitations, blast e-mails, or other internet activities 

· Social media and other digital outreach designed and developed with grantees or other activity partners

· Materials, presentations, and talking points for workshops, training, and stakeholder convening events

The Contractor will coordinate news releases/media alerts with the COR for issuance by the U.S. Embassy on behalf of USAID.

1.4 Milestones and Opportunities

While all activities and events will highlight assistance from Feed the Future and the American people, the following illustrative milestones are anticipated to generate awareness that the activity is “made possible by USAID: From the American people, as part of Feed the Future, the U.S. Government’s global hunger and food security initiative.” Some milestones are linked to specific points in time, such as the activity launch, and others are tied to ongoing opportunities to showcase the support of the American people via events and other dissemination activities. 

· Launch events

· Site visits

· Major multisectoral coordination events/meetings

· Workshops and training announcements and sessions

· Reports or studies

· Video testimonials 

Outreach campaigns



· Presentations of activity products or results

· Closeout events

1.5 Acknowledgments 

Acknowledging Feed the Future: Feed the Future will be prominently acknowledged in all public communications and events unless the COR and Contracting Officer request or authorize an exception. All materials and messages will include an acknowledgment of Feed the Future’s support and contribution and will be marked with the Feed the Future identity. At public events (e.g., workshops, planning discussions, training), Feed the Future’s support will be verbally acknowledged.

[bookmark: _Hlk126572443]Acknowledging USAID. USAID will be prominently acknowledged in all public communications and events unless the COR and Contracting Officer request or authorize an exception. All materials and messages will include an acknowledgment of USAID’s support and contribution and will be marked with the USAID identity. At public events (e.g., workshops, planning discussions, training), USAID’s support will be verbally acknowledged. 

The Contractor will include the following acknowledgment of internal and external publications produced by the activity:

[bookmark: _Hlk128147939]This [type of product] is made possible by the support of the American People through the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). It was prepared by Abt Associates for the Feed the Future Resilience in Northern Ghana Systems Strengthening activity under Contract No. 72064122C00002. The contents of this [type of product] are the sole responsibility of Abt Associates and do not necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the United States Government. 

Acknowledging GOG partners. All materials and public communications produced under the activity will follow Feed the Future branding guidelines, per ADS 320. Given the need to engage GOG counterparts, especially at subnational levels as essential partners, the Contractor anticipates there will be opportunities to acknowledge the GOG as a partner through co-branding. When products are fully funded by USAID, the Contractor will consult with the COR, understanding that CO approval is required for any exceptions to full branding requirements. 

Acknowledging other host-country partners. Co-branding with in-country partners may also be desirable when trying to promote local ownership and capacity building. Co-branding with civil society groups or private sector partners will occur when these organizations have contributed funds to the activity or when co-branding is deemed beneficial to the project. If other major sponsors are involved during this activity, we will advise the COR of their involvement and request permission to include them, as necessary.

2. Marking Plan

The purpose of this Marking Plan is to describe the public communications, commodities, and programmatic materials that will visibly bear or be marked with the Feed the Future and USAID identities. All items marked with the Feed the Future identity for this activity, whether presented in this marking plan or not, will follow design guidance for color, type, and layout in the Feed the Future Graphic & Naming Standards Manual and Partner Co-branding Guide. 

[bookmark: _Hlk112162626]In most cases, the activity will use exclusive marking, featuring only the Feed the Future and USAID standard graphic identities. In cases where co-branding may apply, the Contractor will discuss with the COR to obtain approval and share co-branded designs with the COR and Mission communications team, as requested, before finalizing materials. For co-branding, the Feed the Future and USAID logos will have equivalent or greater size and prominence than that of the co-sponsor. In cases where co-branding may apply, the following is a sample logo lineup showing illustrative scenarios for using the Feed the Future and USAID standard graphic identities:



Example of exclusive marking (activity report):

[image: ]

Example of co-branding with a host-country government counterpart (presentation):

[image: ]



Pre-production review. The Contractor acknowledges USAID’s right to request a pre-production review of USAID-funded public communications and program materials for compliance with the approved Marking Plan. Per 2 CFR 700.1, USAID-funded public communication in which the content has not been approved by USAID, will contain a disclaimer substantially as follows:

This [type of product] is made possible by the support of the American People through the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). It was prepared by Abt Associates for the Feed the Future Resilience in Northern Ghana Systems Strengthening activityunder Contract No. 72064122C00002. The contents of this [type of product] are the sole responsibility of Abt Associates and do not necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the United States Government. 

“Flow-down” clause for subcontracts and grants. The Contractor will ensure that marking requirements “flow down”' to subcontracts and grants, specifying that public communications will include the USAID-approved marking provision, substantially as follows: 

As a condition of receipt of this subcontract/grant [specify], marking with the Feed the Future and USAID Standard Graphic Identities of a size and prominence equivalent to or greater than the recipient’s, sub-recipient’s, other donor’s or third party’s is required. In the event the recipient chooses not to require marking with its own logo by the sub-recipient, USAID may, at its discretion, require marking by the subrecipient with the Feed the Future and USAID Logos.

Presumptive exceptions. The Contractor does not request any presumptive exceptions to marking requirements at this time. If a situation arises during the course of activity implementation that could merit an exception in compliance with the scenarios in ADS 320.3.2.5, the Contractor will discuss with the COR and seek CO approval for such an exception.

Materials that will be marked with the USAID identity. The table below presents the Contractor’s marking plan for materials funded by USAID under this activity.

		Category

		Type of Marking

		Remarks



		Administrative

		

		



		Stationery products used for administrative business

		Not marked with the Feed the Future and USAID standard graphic identities. Contractor logo will be used.

		Pertains to letterhead, envelopes, and mailing labels used for contractual administration.



		Stationery products used for programmatic business

		Feed the Future and USAID standard graphic identities will be used.



		Pertains to letterhead, envelopes, and mailing labels used for contractual administration.



		Business cards

		Not marked with the Feed the Future and USAID standard graphic identities. 

		Contractor to use its own business cards but may include the activity name on the card and “USAID Contractor” on the card.



		Office signs

		Feed the Future and USAID standard graphic identities will be used to identify the office space as a USAID-funded property.

		



		Equipment

		Feed the Future and USAID standard graphic identities will be used to identify the items as USAID-funded property, except in cases where marking would impede the functionality of the item (per ADS 320.3.2.5.d)

		Any exceptions will be cleared in advance.



		Vehicles

		Feed the Future and USAID standard graphic identities on a magnetized logo will be used to identify the vehicle as a USAID-funded property.

		Can be removed if travel to conflict areas is required.



		Activity deliverables

		Follows guidelines for full branding.

		



		Technical

		

		



		Technical reports and studies

		Feed the Future and USAID identities will be printed on the cover of documents; the design follows guidelines for full branding unless co-branding or no branding is approved. 

		



		Briefing papers, memoranda, and policy recommendations

		Feed the Future and USAID identities will be printed on the cover of documents; the design follows guidelines for full branding unless co-branding or no branding is approved.

		



		Government policies, 

strategies, plans, and 

guidelines (e.g., MMDA action plans, CNAs)

		In consultation with the CO and COR, recommend co-branding or no branding.

		



		Training materials and manuals

		Feed the Future and USAID identities will be printed on the cover of documents; the design follows guidelines for full branding unless co-branding or no branding is approved.

		



		Online portals (e.g., learning offerings)

		Recommend co-branding with the co-sponsors (e.g., GOG ministry, education institution) and the grantee; design follows guidelines for co-branding

		



		CDs/DVDs

		Feed the Future and USAID identities will be printed on the cover of documents; the design follows guidelines for full branding unless co-branding or no branding is approved.

		



		PowerPoint presentations

		Feed the Future and USAID identities on title breaker slides; design follows guidelines for full branding unless co-branding or no branding is approved.

		



		Conference posters and presentations

		Feed the Future and USAID identities will be printed on the poster or presentation; the design follows guidelines for full branding unless co-branding or no branding is approved.

		



		Videos

		Design follows guidelines for full branding unless co-branding is approved.

		The USAID logo will be placed below the Feed the Future logo. Logos only need to be included on the introductory and closing frames—not throughout. The Feed the Future URL (feedthefuture.gov) should be included in the closing frame of any video



		
Category

		Type of Marking

		Remarks



		Promotional

		

		



		Event signs, banners, and exhibition booths materials

		Feed the Future and USAID identities will be printed on the materials; the design follows guidelines for full branding unless co-branding is approved. 

		



		Success stories, beneficiary testimonials, announcements of research or results 

		Feed the Future and USAID identities will be printed on the materials; the design follows guidelines for full branding. 

		



		Social media content/toolkits

		Design of image cards or other assets will follow guidelines for full branding unless co-branding is approved.

		Social media will serve a programmatic purpose and not be used to promote a program or contractor. The Contractor does not intend to create social media channel for the activity.



		Materials for site visits (field missions)

		Feed the Future and USAID identities will be printed on the materials; the design follows guidelines for full branding.

		



		Commodities

		

		



		n/a

		Feed the Future and USAID identities will be printed on the materials; the design follows guidelines for full branding except in cases where marking or co-marking would impede the functionality of the item (per ADS 320.3.2.5.d).
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